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(H E mk mans Ss 10 Fear God. non 
the King, and meddle not with them 
that are given to change, war never 
— more ſeaſonable, than in our uncertain and 
1 As w wherein men are never pleas d with 
any thing long, Toy are ever affecting new things; con- 
tinually calling for | ſome Innovations in the Church, 
or Alterations in the State; hke ſo many weather- 
rocks, they vary and turn with every . or like 
men an a ſick bed, are ane toſſing and turning from one 
filet zo another, which in ee rann en- 
creaſeth than removes. 0 uneaſine 
' Tivas a pleaſant obſervation of — who fron theſe 
works 3 Goſpel, A certain man went down from 
Jeruſalem to Jericho. 0bſerv'd, that there was in 
2 ſe days A certain Man, whom they might ſafely fol 
low, for he diſcover d his motion, and they might know 
wbitber be was going; whereas in our days men are. 
gromn ſo uncertain and ſerret in all their were, 45. f 
or agar yy a r » frond 4 | 
ow the of this unc is part an. 6 
the —— of their principles, « perth fionp g 
them with St. Fames double- minded men, 116 and _ 1 
* volle ws 


| c their riſe to the narrowneſs. or n btmeſs of their ” 


+ . in all their ways; a 1 3 the un- 

bteouſneſe of their pratticer, which makes them 
6 cy or aſbam d to appear in their own colours, and 
come not to the light, leaſt their deeds ſhould be 
reproved. And the troubles we feel from both owe 


Aims and Intentions, which are level d more at their 
K e intereſt, than the public good. 
Apoſtle foretold, that | in the latter days peri? 
lous times would come. . then proceeas to 5 
Rechon up the men and the miſcarriages that tend to 
make them ſo. In the front | em which are er Nd The lo- 


2 — of their own ſelves, 
— of all ibeir — ——— any 2 to b the 
or 


 pablic private welfare of others 
After them come Boaſters, Proud, Blaſphemers ,Diſ- | 
obedient to Parents, both natural and civil; un- 
rue: pa unholy, deſtitute of the love of God, or any 
to ſacred things, next follow Trace-breakers, 

- le Accuſers, enz tbe Heady, and gk 
winded, deſpiſers of thoſe that are good. 

Nie are attended with Libertines or lovers of 
pleaſure more than lovers of God. And laſtiy, to 
bring ap the Rear, come Hypocrites and falſe Preton- 
ders, Having a form of Godlineſs, but denying the 
power thereof. From all which the ole oxhorts 
all good Chriſtians to turn away with the Oy us 
borrance and Deteſtation „ Nas, 
To deff and affiſt chew ſo 40 db, andre far: 

| them from apo... 99g dice, is the ds, bY 
is part ef tb RY that they be not infoted or 
| drawn into any of them bythe cunning eraftineſs of A. 
N — r il Ne in Wait to deceive. 
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Have feceiv d and perus dia pamphlet, intituled; 
' The Curſe Canſeleſs, which the Author calls by the 
name of 2 Sermon. But might be more fitly ſtyl'd, 
a4 ſatyr or ſeditiaus Libel againſt the Government in 
Church and State, for it flies directly in the face of ſun- 
dry Lap enacted by all the Authority of the Kingdom 
PPP 
Twas preached (he ſays) at Exon, January 30th 
or rather prated in a Conventicle there, to ſeduce ſome 
unwary people of that City; and that not ſo much on, 
as againft the 307 of January, which he would gladly 
have blotted out of the Calender, and ras d out of the 
Annals of the Church, that they may be no more up- 
braided with that Royal blood that was wickedly ſpilt 
on that black day. And yet this pamphletter is ſo 
far from bluſhing at the Scarlet or Crimſon Dye of that 
crying Sin; that he has the face to excuſe if not to juſti- 
fie that horrid murder; by which you may ſee what edi- 
fieing talk is vented in thoſe places, and what little rea- 
ſon there is to give any farther countenance or encou- 
ragement to them. _ „„ TO 
The pamphlet is ufher'd in with à paltry preface to re- 
commend the performance, wherein he acquaints us with 
maty ſtrange things; the narrative whereof begins with 
theſe words; It will ſeem ſtrange to meet with a Ser- 
mou of mine upon this occaſion. And it may well — 
ſeem ſo, ſince he and his party have all along not only 
declin d but loudly declaim d againſt che obſervation of 
that day. And his manner of obſerving it, is altogether 
as ſtrange as the occaſion, to wit, with ſtrange abetriue, 
quite contrary to the deſign and end of 1ts obſeryation, 
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for he tells us inthe very next words, that he could never 
fee reaſon to think the [in of that day was a national one, 
| that ſhould oblige us to faſt yearly Jo long a time Mer it. 
Whereas the wiſdom and piety of the whole nation both 
Church and State publickly,own and take to themſelves | 
the guilt of that Vllt Enotwity ; hatbly confeſfing in the | 
folema ſervice appointed for that day, that zhe /ins of the 
whole Nation have been the cauſe that brought this heavy 
Judgment upon us, and that the guilt of . 99 that in- 
arent blood was ſucb, as nothing but the blood of. the n 
of God, is able ta expiate. And indeed the many miſeries fl 
— calamities, occaſion d by it, which the Nation hath Jo 
ſundry ways found and felt ever ſince, may convince all AU 
ſerious, and thinking perſons of the truth of it. And 
therefore the Church goes on to deprecate the guilt, | and 
implore the pardon of that National Sin, beſeechmg our | 
acions God, when be maketh inquiſition for blood, not to 
tay. that innocent blood 10 the charge of the people of this © 
land, er to require it of us or om poſterity. _ . 


Again, in the Communion Service we are tapght to 
pray, that ou land may be ficed from the vengeance of i 94% 
hes blaad, and the mercy of God may be ghrified an the far- 
giveneſs of. that and our other ſins. In the Evening Ser- 
vice of that day, we again humbly confeſs that Goat 
tudements were rebt in permiting cruel men Fg! of Be. 
alan that day to imbruc their hands in the blood of his ff **) 
Mainted, we having arawn down the ſame upon our ſelves 
by the great aud lang provcations of our fins agaiuſt him, 
far which wwe thergfare humble our ſelues before God, im- 
ploring bis mercy for the pardon of them all, and that be 
would deter this Nation from blood guiltineſs ( that f 
alis day eſpecially ) and to turn from us and our poſterity 
all thoſe judements, rwhich we ly our fins have deſerved. 
With much more to that purpoſe, declaring the Na- 
vas ſence and ſhate in * guilt of that barbarous 
IO ts) | | 


And yet contrary to this ſence and determination of 
the whole kingdom, This pamphletter cannot or will 
not think it a National fin, thinking thereby to clear his 
own party, who by their ſeditious principles and 3 
"ot ; EY iſes 


3 a: neither can he zhivt 
himſelf oblig'd to faſt rar ſo lung a time after it. Now 
0 Acts of Parliament require our yearly faſt: 
on that day, to lament that barbarous murder oommitte 
on it, upon the Perſou of. one of the belt of Kings, by 
ſome off che worſt of Subjects, and to pray to be deliver 
ed from the juſt puniſhmenc due to it, yet he cannot ſee 
© reaſon enough to oblige him ſo to do. Indeed, there 
are none ſo blind as thoſe that will not ſeb, and he that 
ries ſhuts his eyes, may eaſily miſs his way: This Author 
h cinnot or will not ſee reaſon enough to obſerve any 
ls, but thoſe that favour his party; as for others that 
nd make againſt them, he can ſee * 1 reaſon to call 
d for the Repeal and Abrogation of them; or if chat cannot 
„be, he can reſolve to live in the violation of, or diſobe- 
2 70 dience to them; which may let all mei ſce, what fine 
0 Subjects our Diſſenters ate. * W610 oo « TED J 
1 * 520 ſay cheſe men) but this fact was 
t to ¶ commiitea, that fir time now to forget ir, e 
ung an A of Oblivion" Paſs'd upon in aud the Aftars 
far. i berng long fince all luid afleep in their Craven. In- 
Ser- deed, had we any reaſon to believe, that our Penitente 
24; aud Humiliation for this crying fin, had prevaild with 
Be. © God ta forgive it, we might then well enough forget and 
57 lay aſide all thoughts and diſcourſes about n: were the 
bes © principles? by which it was done utterly diſclaim d and 
im, renduncd, we might then ſafely forbear faſting and re- 
im- membering it any more. But ſince we habe 100 great 
aauſe to think, that for want of a deep ſenſe and due 
F Remorſe for this Evil ; his Anger is not turn d from us, 
bat: his hand is ſtill lifted up againſt us; we ſtand 
ved. oblig di ſtill to Remember it with grief and indignation, 
Na- and to make the plaiſter as long n wound, 
ous eſpecially ſince thereby we pay a neceſſary duty unto 
Iod the great Soveraigu of the world, and ſnew our 
of obedience to them that Rule over us in the Lord. 
will Length of time may indeed obliterate and bring ſome- 
his things into diſuſe, where the fears and dangers ariſeing 
pra: from them ceaſe and no longer threaten ; bur where theſe 
iſes remain and return upon us, 1 the principles by 
"OT | 2 1 


"FR 


: — "Foe 5 
Mhich they ate acted continue or encteaſd there the 
Nemedy and Records againſt them muſt remain dike wiſe, 

$0 be Applied as Occaſion ſhall require. © + vow 

Moreover, If length of time may be urg d againſt ob. 

ſerying the Thirtieth of Zanuav, the Argument will 
hold ſtronger againſt the Fifth of November which was 

long before; hut becauſe the fears of Popery ſtill remain 
from the repeated; Plots and Attempts of Sides And 
the fears of Presbitery ſtill continue from the; reſtleſs en- 
dea vours aud deſigns of Diſlenters, twill be requiſite to 
continue the obſer vation of both thoſe days, in order 

to be preſerv d from the evil of both thoſe Adverſaries. | 
If we deſire precedents for this pious practice, the MF. 

Holy Scriptures will furniſh us with many, wherein we 

find the fall of Princes attended with Lamentationzs, 
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4 mourn over our pious King Char/es; The prophet Iſaiah 
viſe, lamenting the loſs of the yoo: king la ſadly 
complains, that % Righteous periſhetb and nd man layers 
ob it to heart, and the'merciful man is taten away, none:cot- 
will ſidering'that' be is taken: away from the evil ta come: Tai. 
was Jr. I. 1 which and much more that might be-ſaid 
on this ſubject, it plainly appears, that good men in all 
ages have bewail' d with tears and ſorrow the fall of good 
kings by wicked hands; and that tis a mark of a pro- 
fligate and ungodly perſon, to ſhew no concern or re- 
gard for ſo mournful a calamit . TEES 
And chis may give us the true Character of this Dil- 
ſenting pamphletter who hath the face to tell us, that ie 
can ſee no-reaſan 19 faſt for the execrable murder of one of 
the beſt princes that ever ſwayed à ſceptre, even when 
the whole Authority of the Nation requires it of him; 
Adding, that the. purpoſes to which that: time is applyed, 
| -rould: neuer give bim any encouragemetrt to faſt with them, 
„be: er io pay any Religions regard to tbe Day. Which let us 
firoy ſee the Impudence as well as Impiety of this Diſſenting 
oful Teacher. And low well qualified he is for a Chaplain 


han, to the Calves head-club, who inſtead of obſerving the an- 
Jo. nual-faſt appointed by Authority on that day, keep a 
um, yearly mock feaſt on it, on purpoſe to expoſe and Ridi- 
e in 


cule it, which is ſuch an indignity offer d to Nun 
and and the Authority of laws, as juſtly, deſerves the ſever- 


Ledc- elt puniſhment that can be inflicted to, chaſtiſe its inſe- 
e Vic © 15059 aobnt ;brlab 
d the Moreover, The falſe and corrupt 4 » 1 ine vented by 
fal. this Con venticler, ny ſerve to open the eyes of Superi- 
Lam. ours, to ſee how unlafe it is to txaſt any part of Chriſts 


waz flock with ſuch unfaithful and unauthotiz d ſhepherds ; 
urn: who ſo groſsly miſlead: them into th ways: of- error and 
bal 4 edition; | 400 ob yells ant dl Lone all bf 

Sam But this rare piece of Divinity, which: he here pre- 
raignl? ſents the World with, was (as himſelf tells us) the pro- 


nancy duct of mere chance; for it happen d, (ſaich he) chat 
vi, the day of his holding forth at a Conventicle in biet, 
much which he calls his turn in a weekly Lecture, fell chis 
and year on the 307 of January, A day, which he owns he 


aoulg never 


3 Fw 1 6 1 | 

never obſerv d before, tho? deuy e comman ded to do it, 
and ohſeru d it now only with a deſign to perſwade the 
le to obſerve ĩt no more. Aud this lucky Accident 
faith produc this admirable — tis well 
he aſoribes it not to pro videnoe nor imitles it o God 
any other way than his bare permiſſion, by p rl 
v4 #0 cuil in tbe Qu, which be hath not dune. 
Ahd yet tis much to be ſuſpect 
duction was rather the Reſult of Deliberauon and 
choice, than the effect of mere chance and blind fortune, 
for it carries in it the very lineaments of the Author, and 
eee wrought, to be thought a ſudden or 


hiſty Compoſure; it may well enough 


chat * took ſome time to make ready his Arillety to 
batler down the obſervation of the day, and to perſwade 
che people rather to feaſt than faſt wpon it; which with 
ignorant and unchinking perſons is no very difficult 
task to do. Indeed; he Iabours hard to delode the un- 
-wary! vulgar; to inſtil the poiſon of errors aud diviſi- 
ons, and feels not fo- 4 io edifie them in: ſound 
doctrine, as to entertain and gratiſie them with'pleaſing 
Novelties, and Varieties: He is an Itinerant pr 
to make proſelytes, and to confirm the weak Brethren. 

Aud as Satan gerd to and o in 1be Earth ſeeking 
-ewhom be may devonr; fo this Diſſenting Emiſſary wan- 
ders ap and down the Country, feeking whom hem 
delude; ſending other Emiſſaries abroad by a falſe 


ifſion to ſow the ſeeds of diſcord every . and to 
Teatter che Contagion of their bad prin — mug over" pro 
anf, thereby diftatbing the peace and deſtroyi 


unity of the Church, by ſects er ſchiſms, . 
ing mens mind with'diverſe and ſtrange doirine This 
1s the good ſervice they do the Country, of which they 
ſo often boaſt, and for which they are io far from ſuffer- 
ing, though they as often complain of it, that under a 
of Liberty of Conſcience, they may publiſh 
and propagate what Opin ions they A mi and are 
permitted with 1 to 55 all miſchiek. 


a * But 
LEE. 
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ed that this happy pro = | 


| — — that 
che day was foreſeen and prepar d fot; and agaiuſt and 


eneher 


But chis Pamphletter bath dr ely tpgechnüg 
of holdi forth on the 30th of January, range at. 
wou unt be improper to ſay ſomething in iber oum uin 
dicatian, at a time when they were every where inſulted 
au us . But had he no other way of vindicatin 
? themſelves, but by inſulting the memory of a. g 
King, of whom the world was not worthy, and was 
therefore tranſlated to a better Crown. in Heaven, to 
puniſh the Actors againſt him here with a Tyrant and 
Ulurper ? could they no otherwiſe clear themſelves than 
by caſting dirt upon Majeſty, and detracting from the 
bonour of his unparalelVd: vertues, makeing him a Male- 
factor, whom the whole Legiſlature hath made a Martyr, 
branding the mildeſt and moſt gracious Prince that ever 
ſate upon a Throne for a Tyrant and Invader of the 
Rights and Privileges of his people, of which he was more 
tender than of his own prerogative ? Did not theſe State- 
menders every day pluck one jewel or other from his 
Crown; his Militia, his Navy, his Forts and Magazins, 
to which they could not have the leaſt pretence of Right ? 
And having ſtript him of all the enſigns of Royalty, by 
his own too eaſy conceſſions and condeſcenſion to their 
unreaſonable demands, they left him naked and defence- 
leis to fall a ſacrifice to the Ambition and Avarice of 
theſe inſolent Ruffians, who gave the finiſhing ſtroke to 
all their deſigns. Fe 

As for what he ſays-of theit being every where inſult- 
ed and Abus d on that day; The narrative of that bar- 
barous and bloody fact, and giving the people a due 
fight and ſenſe of the wickedneſs thereof, is the proper 
buſineſs and ſubject of that day, the doing whereof js 
but a juſt Rebuke and Satyr upon the Authors and 
Abettors of it, and they who maintain the principles by 
which it was Acted, ought to take to themſelves the 
guilt of it, to lay it to heart and to repent of it. 

But to 7 on, This Sermon ( faith he) was compos'd 
and preach'd without the leaſt intention of printing it. 
This requires a more then ordinary faith or credulity to 
believe it, the compoſure and deffan of it looking quite 
" otherwiſe, being of | 
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too publick concern for the party, 
LG: and 
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And chefefore d& wal carne/tly ae/ir'd (as he .— by 


fa ny of his Henrers to let it appear in the Now 
Hearers"contiſting for the moſt part of the Illitte- 


tate and unthinking vulgar, it will appear to the wiſer 
and better part of the world an Act of impudence a8 


well as imprudence to give way to the impor/anity" of 


ſuch 1gnoranr ard” Incompetent judges. In ſhort then, 
to prevent the ſtifleing the memory of this execrable 
Tragedy, which is manifeſtly the aim of this Author; 


Let us Keep up a early Remembrance and obſervation 


of this day, on which it was acted, let us preſerve an 
Adhorrens of this, and the like horrid and deteſtable 
Murder; eſpeciall being commanded by all the Autho- 
rity of Church and state fo to do. The ne, Tecting'where- 


Zei fulneſs, of the place of os, where all ons. are 


Zelten. 
Thus I have 1 gone over the Threſhold of this Paw- 


n, in my next, I ſhall lead you farther into the falſhood 
and ſedition of the Sermon ha follows 1 it. In che mean 


es Ss, Sir, 
5 - Your humble oy: A. B. 


* * * 1 
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N Second Letter. hack 
1 


Intitled, The "Curſe Cauſeleſs; and repreſented 
-M therein the Abſurdity as well as. Impieiy both of 
the Author and the work, I come now in this, to 
conlider the Sermon that follows i it, to ſee whether th t 
be any better. | 
And I begin with his Text, which is from an obſcure 
paſſage | in the Proverbs, that he knows not well what to 
make of, vis. As tbe bird wanidring, as the ſwallow by 
flying ; 5 the Curſe cauſeleſs ſhall not come. Theſe words 
he winds and turns every way to find out the meaning 
of them; 8 the Ignorant People with his Ar: 


i ; 
4 
: 4 
„ l W 


of * juſtly brand our Country for 7he Za of for- | 


phler, and ſhew'd the nakedneſs of the'Preface prefix t to ; 


Conſi der d in my laſt the Preface of a Pinole 


and 


and Cbetih, and at laſt perverts them to a. purpoſe, thay 
never enter d into the heart of Solomon chat utter d 
| them. 3 Ws dm STALCT DEER 191 in 6 any + „ 
In the beginning of his wiſe diſcourſe, he tells us of the 
Pope s cuſtom f cu ſing Hercticks onte a year in a maſi 
timates that the Church of Zug land hath. followed the 
example of his Holineſs ; in curling the Diſſenters once 
a year in like manner, from thence Lamenting i be prome· 
neſs of | furions-. and: Angry Men, to leve Cur/ing rather 
than Bleſſing , and with what. pleaſure they thunder cut 
their ſevere: Cenſures and bitter /mprecations againſt then: 
Innocent Neighbours; ſcattering their fire: brand, arrows 
and:death, not oni when: they are in ſport over tbeir gro- 
fane cups, and in their 2 Meeting, which would make 
the Impiety ( ſays he) far leſs, than ig is; but oben they 
attempt io ſancłjfie their malice by bringing it inta their 
| dip, and venting it in the Name , God himſel}. ($355 
No all this is level d againſt the Church of England, 
for keeping a faſt upon ihe Thirtieth of January, for ex- 
piating the guilt of a moſt barbarous mutder committed 
on that day, on the perſon of a molt Gracious Martyr d 
Soveraigu. On which day he intimates, that we do no- 
thing but fall a curſing the \Presbyterians , damning. 
them ta the pit of Hell, repreſenting them as the vile/t 
miſcreants\upon carth, and the abomination of God, with 
a deſign 10 inflame againſt them the hatred and vengeance 
A men. Adding, that if. hath been the cuſtom of the 
Churth for a long time tu faſt on that day of the year for 
 /irife' and debate, and to ſmite with the fift of wickedneſs ; 
ing it thereby a day of curling and execrations, and 


. 4 


the Temple to reſemble not mount Gerizim a place of | 


Bleſſing, but mount hal a place of curſing? where no- 
thing is heard but bitter woes and imprecations. This is 
a heavy charge indeed, and ought in reaſon to be well 
prov'd\to make it credible. 5 - Folk Jul 
Naw: if there be not one word of curſing in the whole 
Office of the 30t4 of; unuary, but on the contrary; if 
there be many Bleſſings, good wiſhes and Prayers for 
pardening the very murderers; what ſhall ines 
0 | « mis 


* 


this falſe We of — „ has hos het hich 
uſurpd the Office of the Father of lyes, and trode in his 
ſteps, who was a flanderer and falſe accuſer from the 
1 for the proof hereof, ' Let this diſſenting 
2 ſome other for him, peruſe the Publick Ser- 
ice” appointed for 3 5 — the beginning to che | 
ond, which perhaps an gu et done; it 
too common with — to ſpeak evil of things "thi they | 
know wot ; Let him I ſay narrowly ſcan and examine that 
whole Office; And I "i. affirm, "that he will not find 4 
in it the leaſt ſhadow. of curling; but contrary: wiſe Bleſs - 
Ling, chat it abounds with nothing but Interceſſions, | 
Praiſes and Prayers for the grande enemies; the Sen- 
tences, Plalas and Leſſons for che day are portions of 
the holy ſeriptures, 28 pious and pertinent to the occa- 3 
fjon, as could be coaceiv'd or contriv'd. 3 
And! for the . 4 _ Co IF that a 
y conliſt only of hum 1 
. that 22 * ”_ ſr 5 4 


= 7 REES 


55 
Fo pond rag doree praying for s erers; 0. 6 oor proſe 


and Reſloring tbe 
f bis. 88 and ny. for ſettling Truth and cg + 
mong us. This is the whole drift and deſign of the | 
Chatch in the Solemn Service of that day, which is high- | 
ly ſuitable to fo fad a ſolemnity without the leaſt ap- ! 


zrance of curſing the worſt Inſtrumenu or Acton in it. 
etter with a forehead of braſs in⸗ 


And yet this Pamphlet 


hs againſt all this as curſing the Presbyterians, 
ee the whole Church, Reviles all the * 


6 re 

to Adherents to their Lawful and undoubted Soveraign, 
and juſtifies the barbarous Cruelties and Indiguities of- 
fer'd to him. And if inſtead of re ing, he fecks to 
ſtifle all ſenſe and remorſe for ſuch unparalel'd crimes, 


what cenſures can be too hard to be paſt on ſuch im- 
pudent 


Gd 4. + 
pudent Revilers; or what puniſhment can be too great 
to be inflicted on ſuch a whole-fale Calumniator? 
All the curſing if there were any, was clearly on their 
own ide, for nothing was more frequent in the mouths 
of thoſe Trumpeters of Rebellion, than Curſe ye Merez, 
yea, curſe yt bitterly the inhabitants. of the land, becauſe 
they came not ont 10 the help of the Lore, to the bebp of 
the Lord againſt the mighty, Which they interpreted and 
ly d to thoſe Loyal Subjects, that came not out to 
fight againſt the King and his evil Counſellers. And 
ſome of them were known to execute the Office of Ha- 
lenz to Bleſs and Curſe for hire. And yet he comforts 
imſelf againſt the Arbitrary alſtribution of curſes, raſb 
judements, and cruel imprecations, which are in no mens 
mouths ſo frequent and fo falſe as in their own. 
© The Royal and bleſſed Martyr of this day, was fo far 
from curſing his bitter aud blood-thirſty enemies; that 
he return d them nothing but Bleſſings and Prayers for 
all their barbarous uſage of him, ſaying with his Saviour, 
Father , 6 "them, for they know not what they do. 
And with the Protomattyr St. Stephen, Lord, lay nat 
thrs ſin to therr charge, So that the curſed uſage of ſo 
good a King was in all his ſenſes cauſeleſs, and inexcu- 
fable, for his regal ſtation requir'd better things, and his 
Royal vertues deſerv d them. He was far more tender of 
the lives and liberties of his ſubjects, than thoſe pretend- 
ed Patriots, and ſacrificd his own to preſerve theirs; 
whereas none ever exercis d a more arbitrary and tyran- 
nical power over the lives, liberties and properties of the 
people than they. —.. ͤ 
But this bold Pamphletter hath the face to juſtifie this 
inhuman carriage towards their Soveraign, by ſetting the 
ſubordinate power of the Parliament, above the ſupreme 
power of the King, and making thoſe who are call'd by 
his writ, act by his power, and can neither enact or exe- 
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— cute any thing without his Authority, to be ſuperior to 
nh; him, who hath no ſuperior, upon earth but God himſelf. 
Hence he hath the forehead to tell us, that whar was 


done by the Parliament and thoſe who join d with them 
againſt the King, was ſo far ip Criminal, that it _ 
1 B 2 truly 


ent 


| L121 5 
tray noble, and deſerves T and Chmmendation. The 
graud Rebellion ſo ſtyl'd by all the wiſdom of the Na- 
1706, was in his account a juſt and Heroick Act, and 
the Actors in it, as braut a ſet of men as ever ihe Matti. 
on bad. Thoſe wicked ſubjects who under a pretence | 
of Redreſſing Grievances, brought far greater grievances, 
than all, or any they ſought to redreſs, and were them- # 
ſelves the greateſt Grievance that ever any Nation groan'd 
under, are by him eclebratedas- the great Patrons-and 
Defenders of their Country, who made the nobleſt ſtand 2? 
in its defence, tho all good order and Government in 
Church and ſtate fell by it, and nothing but ſlaverxß 
and confuſion follow'd upon it. And though the me- 
mory of thoſe Rebels ſtink, and their Names rott; yet 
he would fain embalm them as perſons worthy of an bo- 4, 
nourable and everlaſting Remembrance; And inſtead of 1b 
abhorring the Treaſon and Je of the day, would ro 
Canonize the Authors and Actors in the. 4 
Thus hath this Pamphletter endeavour'd not only to 
confound, but to deſtroy the diſtinctions of good and 
evil, calling evil good, and good evil, putting darkneſs for 
light, and hgbi for darkneſs, bitter for ſweet and ſweet for 
bitter. Againſt which God hath: denounc'd a heavy 
curſe, and IT hope he will not call his curſe cauſeleſs. 
And if they are car/ed by the Book of God, who remove | 
therr Netghbours landmark, How much more juſtly are 
they intitld to it, who break down the pales of the | 
Church, and overturn the rights of Soveraignty ? judg- | 
ing it a pardonable fault to lay a reſtraint upon the power 

of the Prince, over whom they have not the leaſt Au- 
—_— 7 I bee n 319 a 
But we are curſed ( faith this Conventicler) for a mat- | 
ter wherein we are perfettly innocent, and had no man- 
ner 2 for the thing was done 68 years ago, which | 
was before we were born, or at leaſt before we. were ca- 
pable of conſenting to or acting in it, and therefore the 
curſe as to us muſt be canſelefs. 6-009 0 

How far they are curſed by the Church, we have al- 
ready ſeen, which is only by praying God to remitt the 
guilr of that hainous and horrid fact, committed by ge 

as 3 athers 


* 


| 4 *% S 

fathers, that it may not be laid to the charge of them or 
their, poſterity, which is rather Bleſſing than curſing of 
chem. That children may be juſtly puniſh'd for their 
'F fathers ſins, eſpecially. if they tread in their ſteps, and are 
ready to do as they did, the ſcriptures expreſly ſhew us, 
the {ſecond commandment ſpeaks of Gods vi/izing the init 
= quities of .the fathers upon the children to the third and 
7 fourth generation of them that hate bim. 5 


= Hiſtory and experience inform us, that the crimes of 


a2 former age may be viſited upon the ſucceeding, and 
that men in future times have been great ſufferers for the 
ſins of thoſe of that have gone before them. And there- 
fore the Church teaches us to pray to God, not 7o re. 
member our offences, nor the offences of our forefathers, ſo 
44 70 take vengeance upon us for them, but to ſpare us for 
7 the merits of our Reacemer, and 10 turn away his anger 
„rom us. If God may and doth recompence the iniquitties 


 Z of the fathers into the boſom of their children, as we read 


Fer. 32. 18. then may we juſtly ſuffer for ſins commit- 
ſed many years before we were born; and if fo, we may 
very well lament the horrid Tragedy of this day, and 
earneſtly pray to be delivered from the guilt of it. 

- Whereas this hardened and remorſleſs Author hath no 
ſenſe of the guilt of this barbarous and bloody fact, fears 
no vengence of God for it, and thinks it needleſs to 
pray him not to remember that, which he himſelf thinks 
fit to forget. 1871 1 Cal 21 

In ſhort, If theſe men retain the ſame principles by 
which this wicked murder was Acted, what wonder is it, 
if they be ready to renew the ſame crime; and not only 
to approve, but to act over again the ſame tragedy ? will 
not the ſame cauſes produce the ſame effects? and may 
we not juſtly fear what we have found and felt from 
them already? 

But 7s very much ( ſaith he) we ſhould have ſuch bad 
principles, as they charge us with, and. not know it ; and 
that they ſhould be better able to tell us, what our princi- 
Ples are, than we can tell our ſefves. Tn anſwer to which, 
'Tis no new thing to deny or diſſemble their principles, 
eſpecially when they are charg'd with the evil 1 
| | an 


„ 


K a N " * 5 N * 9 , 
" 4 "a6 4 9 4 A —_— * 
2 N * 4 * ** 8 1 8 5 
* N 4 ” — 7 * : N d 
7X Wes . 
S 4 * — * * 
36 * K 4 
. I * 
4 \ — 
: £ 6 *% a 4 
9 £ % * , . — 
* , 2 » * 
. "8 8 »*r * 3 . 2 3 . 2 
7 
* 
® . 


— 0 


conceal bad principles, when they are diſcover d by pra- 


eh . ans; ; 
However, F we will give them leave to know their own | 
principles, he doubts not to be able both to declare and de. | 
| fond them, yea, and 10 juſtific them too againſt all the 
| ſenſeleſs clamours of thoſe, who wonld run them down." 
Let us hear then from their own mouths, what their 


| N of Government are; why! He tells us, ue 


it our duty io live peaceably and quicth under the © 
Government ſet over ut 11 we are = to be ſubjec? | 
10 it, and according to our ſtation to maintain it. very 
well! Bac mark what follows, and fee the terms of their 
 QubjeRtion; and they are, ſo long as it Anſwers its true | 
ena, of which they themſelves are to be the judges; ſo 
that when they hiok the prince does not anſwer the 
true end of Government how falſly it matters nor, there 
muſt be an end of his Government, and of their ſubjecti- 
on; and muſt not the prince (think you Lp in a very | 
unſafe and tickliſn condition, that lies at the mercy and 
diſcretion of ſuch ſubjects? we diſtinguiſb (ſaith he) be- 3 
tween kings and lyrants; thoſe who make the good of the | 
people, and thoſe who make their own pleaſure the Ralk of | 
their Adminiſtration. Thoſe (ſaith he) whomake the good | 
of the people the Rule of their Government are 10 be obeyed. | 
ZBut what if ſome of the people ſhall think that to be 
for their good, which others perhaps more wiſer ſhall of 
Judge to be for their greater hurt and detriment; who ple 
mall overrule Of be obey d in that caſe ; whether I all 
the King as Supreme, or the people ſubjected to him? Mela: 
St. Peter (one would think) hath plainly ſtated and do 
reſolv'd that point to our hand, in biding us to ſubwil | ple: 
ſo every Ordinance of man for the Lords ſite, that is, 70 
the king as ſupreme, and to inferiour Governours as thoſe | ftru 
that are ſent by him, where the ſupremacy is expreſly 
E. in the king; and other magiſtrates and Governours 
t in ſubordination to him, as ſent by him, and acting by 
his commiſſion, ſo that to make the people judges of the 
prince, and aceountable to them, is to deprive the prince 
of the Rights of Soveraignty, and to lodge them in - 
$553 6 peop e, 


| people; or in other terms to ſet a ſuperiour over the fu 
| preme, which beſide the contradiction, is to ſet the heels 
or above the head, and in a litteral ſence to turn the world 
„ [OTST 05 0 warp 
But cho good Princes ( faith he) are to be obey'd, yet 
for bad ones, who make their own pleaſure the Rule of thear 
 ddminiftration we ſhould think we were great fools, if we 
Ad not reſiſi them. By which he makes our Saviour and 
v. his Apoltles to be great fools, for being ſubject to ſome 
of the greateſt Tyrants that ever wh and denoun- 
= | cing damnation againſt all that reſiſted them. Yea, to 
25 Wake off all ace of male-adminiſtration, *St. Peter 
I i wot only to the good and gentle, but alſo to the froward, 
ir this is thank worthy, 4 we endure. grief ſuffermg 
2X wrongfully. And St. Pau alerts the neceſſity of: ſubjecFion 
io Nero or the worlt of Princes, not only for urath or 
e of proniſhment but for conſcience ſake, Rom. 13. where 
ne bids all chat do otherwiſe to be afraza, for he beareth 
ur the fr is vain, by which the Militia or power of 
IJ the ſword is plainly put into the Princes hand, and there» 
fore not to be wreſted from him, as it was by the Rebels 
and 3 of this day, and put into the of the 


rs (faith this Pamphletter ) are our principles, which 
are the ſame that we aſcribe to them, and ate indeed pure- 
ly Popiſh and ſeſuitical, only with this difference, the 
„ Fapiſts lodge the power of excommunicating and depoſing 
of Princes in the Pope, and che Presbyterians in the peo- 
ple, boch which are Surtful to kings, and pernicious io 
Ia Loyal and good ſubjects, ſo that they who daily de · 
claim againſt Popery, and ſeem to hate and deteſt Papiſts, 
do yet jump in with them in the ſame dangerous princt- 
bples of Government. g 
Ad pet no good king (ſaith he) need or ever did al. 
Aruſt as. Whereas from the firſt riſe of presbytery all 
ood kings have found great need to watch and diſtruſt 
them, having been often beguil'd by them ever ſince. 
The good king of this day ſuffer d greatly for truſting of 
- i them, he truſted them with his Militia, his NY his 
| Ports 


— 


Forts and Garrifons; Anna Fey ai" up oe + — 
againſt him. Vea, he truſted his dn 8 wnh them, 
and in his extremity caſt himſelf upon their Loyalty, but 
they ſhamefully abus d and betrayd him too into his | + 
enemies hands, and 8 his maſter for 30 pieces 
of ſilver, ſo did theſe for ſome what a greater ſum ſell and 
| betray. their king. So that his truſting them coſt him 
— * and he folk. his head by pang it into | 

$031 35:54) 1409 A” | 
But theydiflik'd. (aich he) aink of 2d an ur- 
dering the king: that is they * e. 
ſelves had promoted, and when they found and felt the 
bad effects of their own counſels and proceedings, and 
that they had loſt their own rights and privileges by their 
wicked Ways and means of preſerving them, they chen 
eu againſt what they could not prevent. 
And tho ve read of udat that he repented 2 
5 the 30 pirces of ſilver, the price of. bim that 10as va- 
which the chic Fprieſis and elders would not put in- 
| to the rreaſiny, becauſe it was the price of blood, 5 
wih it the potter s field to buy ſtrangers in; yet we ne ver lat 
read of theſe men; that they repented or reſtord any ry 
thing, but made the whole Nation an Aweldamaonfield of ih, 
Blood, to bury Loyal ſubjects in. 403; þ 3 
Thus I have 3 the moſt material paſſages i in 
this Sermon of curſing, which having ſo bad a founda-| 
ton, can have no firmneſs in the ſuperſtructure raisd 
ppon it And therefore what he faith in che cloſe of the 
_ curſes flying like a bird over their heads, and lighting 
upon thoſe againſt whom he levels it, is too vain and 
e to 12 75 or odekerre mop farther notice n Sir, 
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tyr on the Thirtieth o anuary, 

ley NT he iylolently exalts the af 5 85 ; 
2 le above chat of the Prince, which, brought one of 


ee upon Earth firſt to the Barr, and then to 
115 Get two 'rotable' performani es, he confounds the 
Aifferent Orders of the Prieſthood, making the Presb . 
ter equal, it not ſuperion 7 the Biſhop ; and therefore 
bouts to "bri ring all 1 5 of S and Diſorder in- 
to che Chriſtian Church. 

In tlie Firſt of theſe performances, which I am now 
to Safer; f we ſer 400 is Wreſting and 2 — 
of th * c 183 Scriptures z his rejecking the Fathers 
LR oüncils, the beſt Interpreters of them; his ſpecious 

arangues, and falſe Realonings, with which, it ED 
we ſhall find 15 or nothing of Truth and ſound Po- 
arine left A. Which 1 1 muſt be therefore laid 
ED to preſerye the People, if poſſible, from being ſe- 

ue d.! Pa d vain, and empty Diſcourtes, to 80 


lt, with his Nahe wrelting and miſappl ing the 
| 1ptures to ſerve his CY ds ; this 1s the 1 
| | tra · 
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ie oder ur? TFhitrefore it muft be equally abſurd᷑ and 
j — jou, Ask him, who made thee an Ordafner or Con- 
'i FBF Holy Orders? . 7078 fh off Fd to 
"Apt Bile tue Prieſts we Levires ſerupled the 
| y-of John the Ber pf. to. Baprrze, la in er 
"| beptiveſ 2 UI thog_ be 5 that Chi vor 1 

„er ola: Therefore it at 8 1 proper of Sk 
ine him, why Tae thou, or-rakeſt vpn thec to fend 
Were Others 60 teach and to baptize, having no Commilfifon 


won | fem Chriſt or his'Apoſtle ſo to du? yes „ he goes Higher; 
was; Rad from the Chief prieſts cd Eider biting the Que- 
pre: 7 1065 dür Sividur" When he way Teaching che People, 
N b Whar hit bority- Aft thou thefe ig F; an his gabe 


he#"this Authority? he would iufert che Impisty of Call- 
ing in Queſtian His Authority of doing the ſame or like 
thing: And note (aich he) you hade beard the Cym- 
i Wa Lord ball d in Que 2 yon may well enough 
e ould: afterward be with bis Diſciples, u, it 
been Before with their Maſter, the mof7' famoiis and 
ment of hem, — whom he- and his 1 
C2 


ful 


1 tells . (er 
1 wot r Ars 


ey! e Ch Httany,” thi 1 8750 in 
c he who lay in the-boſom of his father Teveal- l 


Chrift, — 
< his will unte them, ſending his holy Spiggt thtb/them; 7 

5 hit Ker in e by th they were 
rhe" Bootle of "Chrift. Tul not by — I 
1 chat f lon and f als, I one atn 4 


ee, Wege end Sn 1 
blots and blemiſhes in this Ape e ien n e pred $ 
Theafateqbliterate-and-deflice'it, for which ter Apoſtle 
could not comnend but ſeverly condemnd then F 
(nich he ek be mo Grd Tops — qi 4 
22550 % pern , Da 
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they brake Agee, — 9a ES ts, and Added + the 9 
Boo Cir, which bez them! to be ſo lar tom ſp- 
' ieual,” char 78) dberk cargial, un walE'd as e, ad 
not as Chtiftians And yet eheit ſchim ran a6t' {high || 
u bunt, et they met t. in one place; aud only | 
| etied up different Teachers in' the fame Chufelr; — 
28 Gs run inte feparate meetings ad different ways of 1 
Worſhip. Rund- if the A Gindem'd "thoſe Tefſer | 
ſchiſms in che Church of Cor/adb how much more eri. 
by are the reater And wider breaches in ours 
t he fuft requires," We, le Corinthians by bheir | 
Converſation Wire manifefty dctlir'd 10 be the Enn of 
non; wh where after ſome imperunences aud many ſcrip- 
perretted to a wrong ſende, he tells 2 16. 
that the Qhiunbians are here 1 their co d the 
Ypiſthe of Chriff,” becauſe Chriſt thereby fi fied Bip mind 
EE, the e and guve .. 5 F his Cum 
Aulbority. That St. Pauls Commiſſion 
r Tabs yet queſtioned-by.any 
600 _ Chriſtian 


eg And 2 
| converfiofn' dat ro 


Aker 


them 1155 


a 
irony, . 705 A en Eh a lin f 2 


. ve . 7 to hear his name be: 


him to 


And cohmanded Aunntaf 10 lay hit hands on that 


he might. racerue his. Wor, and be te DH. with = Holy 


9. And at. the Corinthians 


b we read; 


and many others were e to the ian faith 


7% Miniltsy ; for which 5 Os he tru 0 ſtyles them, 
the 


cal of hrs A in the Lur 
wh e 9 plainly 1 e in ſacred writ- 


in 

WW. for. this Conventicler and 15 unauthoriz d Emiſſa- 
ries, who are neither Apoſtles, nor ordain'd by. any, Biſhop 
their ſole ſucceſſors in that Office, to aſſume thele things 
to themſelves, and to, intrude into that Office without 
any due call and Commiſſion, cannot be excus d from 


great arrogance and preſumption. 155 Paul might well 
enough lays, Am I not an Apoſile > am I not Fed are 


wot you, my work in the Lard'? If le not an Apoſtle un- 
10 ober 18 doubtleſs 3 5 to Jon, for the ſeal of my 


4 75 iÞ are ye in the Where being duly a 
tho "rightly appeals to Ki ſucceſs for the 75 
his Miſtry having the planting and watering of ma- 
ny Churghes, to ſhew Fl happy fruits of his labours. 
But for ſuch as run before they are ſent, or are thruſt 
out by ſome hold invaders and uſurpers of the Epiſcopal 
Office, for thoſe that edifie. the unlearn'd and dene 
vulgar in ſchiſm and ſedition, and nurſe them up in 3 
norance, inſolence and diſobedience ; for ſuch as theſe e 


to pretend or apply to themſelves theſe things, is a groſs 


abuſe and perverting the Holy Scriptures, ſuch ſucceſs 
of a Mitiſtty is ſo far from proving the validity of Or- 
ders, that. i it often proves che ſad oceaſion of many great 
diſorders. 

But this Conventicles will prove the ſucceſs of his Mi- 
niſtry, hat as the A poltles did by mitacles and extra- 
c gifts, Which have long fnce ceaſed; yet by 
dk dence; as ſhall "manifeſt his followers to be better 


ther then. And to that end to ſhe w the efficacy of 
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| 2 Abh. Pag. 
btites to make cotnparit 


ee —— Atlas, br bs this Publican' where. 


2 7 
Boe the 


formity of publick worſhip, yet be thinks fit not to - 


oficidr Yo i hos ei 

ventute to tdtnpare” his diſciples with "tho I ef 

98 both a} i their life Aid dbctrine, and bs 5 
ent and Toopartidt Juke will Ke it an | 


nis doctri 


8. 19. 
Now tho com pariſons in möſt eaſes are odibus, and in 
this very id vidious, e er eis the known guiſe of Hyp 


6ns, merely to exalt” ewe ves. 
\ who Had the confidence to ſay © 
51 Ie, "that 7 an no as other © 


S0 did che 
to his maker, Gd 77 


Publican had ſcarce. confidence enough to #2 | 
eyes py beaten, but fnnote pot his beat, and ſaid | 
rd Be "meftiful 10 . A fine. And God ſent | 
af pull t zn fu nt for condemnitg Himſelf, 

ndemn'd the proud” Phariſce for his felf- Juli ; 
We TT. 
The bümble and modeſt Chrillian alwiys compares | 
hitaſelf with ſocft 28 als above and better than himſelf, | 
951 he wn tk kepe! humble; and Iowly and fen fible of | 
His own defects; but never "with thoſe that ate below I 
or come ſhort of hi ith, * ofexalting or thinking too 
highly of himſelf, derte the Reyerſe hereof, is the 
cothmorr courle ad radtice of H ites; But 45. 
bearers and diunkard! 


AN ODBYDOo tk mm > Guam } Wo & &O5 My 


faith he) ns the Churches 4 
de, and he hath been often told that the Ty rs, Hypo- 
ernes and Cheats, are moſtly of theirs. "Vick of | 
theſe are the beſt, we have here the true por, impartial | 

nt of out Saviour, who prefe ers pub publicans and 
barbs before hypocritical Phariſees and ſeparatiſts, and | 
declares h former ſpall ſooner g0 into the kingdom of bea- | 
ven, than the latter ; - which 1s enough to lence. that | 


dif] 3 
Parke will compa Te diſciples not only”; as to their lives 
and converſations, . to their Doctrine and Miniſtry MW _ 
too, And here he tells us, thar their Doctrine conſiſts MW pre 
ot in the 75 young or infilt; ing upon ceremonies call d 0 


him . By culiarities of a party ; which ny uſe · W mac 
ful ſoe ver for 1 at decency and uni- ; 


ſiſt upon them, leaſt it ſhould: upbraid them with their 
obſtinacy, pride and refractorineſs to Government, in 
oppoling it even in the ſmalleſt matters; and therefore 
he makes it no part of their doctrine, tho' the Apoſtle 
made it no ſmall part of his. But their Doctrine ( ſaith 
he) ends io promote the moſi momentous and maiſputa- 
ble matters of Religion; ſuch as righteouſneſs and peace 
and joy in the Holy Gboſt. How well theſe weighty mat- 
rers are handled in the Conventile, may be gueis d by the 
little fruits that appear of them in thoſe that frequent it; 
And however they may vaunt and pride themſelves above 
others for the purity of their lives and doctrine; tis to 
be feared, if they are weigbed in the ballance of the Sans 
Fuary, they will be found wanting in both. And yet he 
tells us, he may ſafely venture the Reputation of their Mi- 
niſtry upon this iſſue, viz. What communion theſe things 
are moſt to be found iu, notwithſianding the vaſt iniqua- 
lity of numbers, which is ſuch an inſufferable piece of 
Pride and Arrogance, that the bare mentioning it is 
enough to create an Abhorrence and Deteſtation of it. 
All that follows in this tedious and long · winded diſ- 
courſe, is taken up in ſpecious Harangues in favour of g 
his cauſe; in vain boaſtings of the goodneſs of his party, 1 
and im falſe inferences and Concluſions from the whole, | 
all which deſerve rather a ſharp rebuke, than a ſerious 
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Fourth Letter. 


H E next Ordination Sermon of the forecited 
Author, intituled Prebyterian Oraination 
prov'd Regular; comes now according to pro- 
2 miſe to be conſider d; which having a long 
e prefix t to it, containing ſome things fit to be ob- 
erved, I ſhall in this give you ſome Remarks and Ani- 
mad verſions upon them. 8 

The preface begins thus, 7 he world is ſo well flock'd 
with Sermons of all ſorts, that Jam ſenſible, it hath _ 
5 D ie 
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lates hand laid upon them, whatever the Le 7s _ 
nown to a 


wiſe men, that all this ſtir about Ordination is made by 
this diſſenting teacher and his Brethren, who ſeek to 
wreſt the power of Ordination out of the hands of the 
Prelates, where it ever was, and to put it into the hands 
of Presbyrters, where it never till very lately * i 
e whic 


4 


Pd 


which is to ſet up a new u 
in this matter, in oppoſition to the receiv d doctrine and 


ſhe ws theſe men to be acted not by any good ſpirit of 
meekneſs and humility; but that a ſpirit of pride, envy 


and còntradiction rules in their hearts. 


Tuat the right of Ordination hath been ever confin d | 


to the Biſhops as the ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles and prime 
Rulers of the Church, is a truth deriv.d down by an 


d FF uninterrupted ſucceſſion from Chriſt and his Apoſtles 


to the preſent time, and was never oppos d or call'd in 
queſtion but by ſome late Diſſenters and Innovators 
in our days. This hath been fully proved by many. Di- 
vines of our own and other Churches, and ſhall be more 
particularly made out and handed down through every 
Century from the Apoſtles time, if this Conventicler ſhall 
perſiſt in denying it and practiſing to the contrary. _ 

But 0% way of managing the controverſy ( ſauh he) 
hath been choſen with a 75 Zo puzzle the common peo- 
ple, rather than to inform them. Tis indeed no part of 
2 prudence or piety to ſtart ſuch queſtions to ſtagger the 
common people, But fince the Diſſenting Teachers have 
mov d and laid theſe ſtumbling blocks in their way; the 
beſt way of removing them, is by letting them know what 
ut hath been the practice of the Church from the beginning 
is of Chriſtianity in this matter, that they may the better 
comply with it, and not hearken to ſeducers that would 
draw them from it. If the giving of Orders hath been 
(as it manifeſtly appears) all along conſin'd to the Bi- 
ſhops only, then to fix it in Presbyters without them, is 
not to inform but impoſe upon the people, and ſerves 
not only to puzzle, but to pervert them. 


But be bath a ſhorter way (he tells us) of trying the 


pretences of Epiſcopal and Diſſenting Miniſters. And that 
ts, by letting the people ſee, they have no need to trouble 
themſelves about 95 06 they bring from Fathers and Coun- 
cls. The only witneſſes of this matter of fact, and who 
alone can convey and convince us of the truth, and give 
a right underſtanding of it: for which reaſon he ſeeks to 
ſer them aſide, and to keep them from the ſight and 

HART | D 2 know- 


pſtart doctrine and device 
ractice of the Chriſtian Church in all ages. And plain- 
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j | 
knowledge of the people, the better to impoſe /upe m 
them, oor to [OW his own uſurp'd Amkori by ol 
ſtifling the evidence of the Fathers and Councils, which | 
he well knows are all againſt him, as ſhall be made ap. ti 
pear if he thinks fit to make it neceſſarx. 
But be z5 the better pleas'd (he ſaith) with what be 
bath ſuggeſted to the people, becauſe he bath herein follow- ii 0! 
cd in example of our Bleſſed Saviour, who has direct. 
ed bis followers to diſcover falſe Teachers by their fruits, 
quithout mentioning any thime of their. Miſſion. This cau- 
tion of our Saviours againſt falſe Prophets was given in 
his Sermon on the mount, which was ſome: time before 
he had made choice of his Apoſtles, or commiſſion d the 
diſciples to go abroad, and ſo no mention of their Miſ- 


fion could be ex there before they were ſent. But 
after his Reſurrection when he had gather'd and ſettled his 


Church, he made early mention of their Miſſion, ſaying to WF" 
them, At my father hath ſent me, ſo ſerial 7 you, that is, up- WP< 
on the ſame meſſage of teaching and inſtructing the peo- 
ple; wich the ſame Authority of Ruling and Governing 
the Church; with the ſame power of ſending others, as he BWV/'* 
had ſent them, and with the ſame encouragement and : 
promiſe of Being with them to the end of the world. This 
Miſſion by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, or their Succeſſors the 
Biſhops, is often mention d as a neceſſary qualification 
of all Chriſts Miniſters, without which men are ſaid ten 
to run before they are ſent, and are mere invaders, or in- 
truders into the Sacred function. Hence St. Pan asks } ſen 
the queſtion, how ſhall rhey preach except they be ſent? | by, 
and elſwhere, No man rake; this honour to hemſelf, but, 
be that was called of God, as was Aaron. Where a law- 
ful call is made abſolutely neceſſary to the due executi- wer 
on of this ſacred Office. And to preſerve an orderly | 
ſucceſſion herein to the worlds end, God hath ſet ſome f 
in his Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly 
Paſtors amd Teachers, for the perfetting of the Saints 
For the work of the Miniſiry, and for the calſying of the 
Body of Chrift. Where the Apoſtles are always reckon d 
in the firſt place, as the higheſt Officers of * Church, 
to whom appertain d the powers of Ordination, Confir. 
mation 


A Miniſtrations by Biſhops 


mation and Juriſdiction. In which the inferiour Orders 
of Paſtors and Teachers were ſubjected and made ſub- 
© ordinate to them; which different Orders are ſtill con- 
Y cinved in the e enen in their ſeveral 
„ Presbyters and Deacons. 

Now this Conventicler overlooks and deſpiſes this 
orderly Miſſion and ſucceſſion of Miniſters, becauſe he 
nas no pretence of title to it, but Acts in the Miniſtry 
not only without but againſt it. And fo is a great occa- 
don of all the Confuſion and Diſturbance we meet with 


3 about. theſe matters. 


"= 


But becauſe we queſtion the validity of his Miſſion, 
chat he comes not in by the dbor into the ſheep-fold, but 
cmbs up ſome other way, and from thence deny his Com- 


ut ; wiſſion or power of ſending others; he to be reveng d 


is Jol us, is reſolv'd to bring us into the number of the falſe 
o Prophets caution d againſt by our Saviour; for he re- 
peating at length thoſe words of his, Zeware of falſe pro- 
. bete, who come to you in ſbec pa- clothing, but inwardly 


Vuits, &c. He adds, without all doubt this is a warrant 

eo tbe 5 of England,io beware of a great part of thoſe 
is 440 would invalidate all our Miniſtratious; ſignify ing, that 
they who do ſo are mark d and branded by our Saviour 


id tences by which the ſheep are drawn from their true 
ſhepherds, are molt properly the garb and guiſe of Diſ 

ſenters, who likewiſe belt Reſemble the ravening wolves, 
2 by dividing the flock in order to devour them. 15575 

But our Saviours way of diſcerning falſe Teachers 
( faith he) is not by their Miſſion, of which he makes no 
mention; but by their fruits, upon which he here en; 


thiſtles > even ſo a good tree bringeth forth good fruit, and 
= corrupt tree evil fruit, CD by therr fruits ye ſhall 
know them. Of their Million he had ſaid enough elſe- 
where for the trying their falſe Prophets; But here he 
would have them tryed alſo by their fruits both of their 
Lives and Doctrine. For the fruits of their Lives, this 
Author mentions hoſeneſs and debauchery, and unthank- 

181 | - | Julneſs 


or falſe prophets, tho the ſheeps clothing and ſoft pre: 


larges, ſaying, do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 


| 
| 
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WE 
 Fatneſs 10 and Mun of che greateſt Abet 
ſane; are gert rife and Saunen all ſorts of per- 5 
ſons and profeſſtons. And therefore may be juſtly thought | 
worthy to be conſidered and amended by all of them. | 
But for the reſt that follow .in his Catalogue, Relatin 
to the Fruits of their Doctrine, vis. The Sowing Strife 
ana Contentron, the String el 10 Sedition, Rapiue and 
Sacrikege, the Encouraging Rebe lion againi?. 25 beſt 4 
Ames; And the W bath _ God and H 
in ene Prayers, and the moF? plain, expreſs and | 
ſolemn Oaths; Thele are the very Marks and Characten 
of the Presbyterian Preachers in the Rebellion a inſt 
King Charles the Firſt, which Doctrine they ſtill ad. 
vance, and whoſe Principles the yy ſtill retain. And 75 
theſe (ſaith he) are not fruits bad enough to prove Men 
falſe Prophets, and to teach us to beware of them, he can. 
not concerve what uſe our Saviours Rule can be of. And if 
theſe Men, who plainly act and propagate theſe things, 
come not within the reach of this Rule, tis hard to know 
who can be comprehended in or condemned by it. And 
therefore ſince this Author and his diſſenting Brethren 
fo juſtly fall under the Cenſure of this Rule, he might | 
as well have av zudeing Miniflers Pretenſions by their 
thei ti oo hath the whole Buſt meſs of Ordination 54 
Baut how comes he to wave thᷣe whole uf neſs of Ord- F 
' Zion; which his Title-page makes the whole Buſineſs of bu 
Sermon? And particularly to wave Presbyterian Ordina- 
tion, which he had undertaken to prove Regular : why! | 
finding it to be a difficult, if not an impoſfible Task, 2 
Swimming againſt the Stream and Current of all Anti. 
quity, and a Striving againſt the Doctrine and Authority 
of the Eſtabliſh'd Church; he wiſely thought fit to wave | 
2 Task, he could not go through: with; and to banter 
the People with an empty Diſcourſe about'it, which 


was enough to do his Buſineſs, and ſufficiently anſwer'd WF 


the Ends that he aim'd at. 
In the next Paragraph, he tells us of an Objection 
made againſt his Argument from Succeſs in his foregoing | 


| r. W. of a aſcful Mimifiry, &c. for ſome have 1 1 
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cauſe then every ſucceſsful Minſter would be prov d to be 
an Apoftle.. In Anſwer whereunto, he ſaith that the 
© objection proceeds from a Miſtake of the Nature of that 
Succeſs he argued from, which was only to prove Men 
to be what they pretended to, and not lus 7 they do not : 
which is in ettc& to ſay, that his Succeſs is a good Ar- 
A 2ument to prove Pretences, but not Realities ; ſo that it 
may ſerve, the turn of Hypocrites and Pretenders, but 
can do an honeſt Man no Service: A ſubtle and goodly 
4 Argument! e | THO | X6B 

TJ - What follows hath as little Senſe or Weight as that, 
for to remove miſunder/tangings, he would have his Rea- 


n, where. the: Terms being Identical, and importing 
;- Ihe ſame thing, the DiſtinQion muſt be frivolous ; for 
Iiniſtry will be Valid. So that it is a very nice and ſubtle 
iſtinction, founded upon this Old Saying, uod fiert 
non debet, ſact um valet, which ſuppoſes an Irregularity 
na thing done, and withal ſome great Inconvenience in 
he altering and undoing of it, and muſt be a very weak 
Argument to ground * Validity or Regularity of 
ny Miniſtry upon. 
= What his Sentiments of a Regular Miniſtry are, with 


ling it Reaſons for them, he ſaith, may be ſeen in the en/uing 
F his er mon, where I ſhall follow him, and, according to his 
ina- Deſire, impartially examine them in the next: however, 
hy ! hough he be well ſatisfied with his own way, yet he 
k, a MWannot (he ſaith) invalidate the Miniſtrations of thoſe 
Inti. What are of another Mind, nor will he venture to Re- 
rity ¶Mhaptize Perſons Baptized otherwiſe, which he takes to be 


a great Favour, though perhaps he hath no Right or 
-ower to Baptize at all; * no National, Church, for the 
W pace of fifteen hundred Years together, ever accounted 

any Ordination Valid, but what was conterr'd by the 
lands of Biſhops, And if ſo, then his Baptiſms and 


tion Mother Miniſtrations muſt be void and of no effect. And 
oing Pet this Author hath the Confidence to prefer his upſtart 


F lurpd Orders, before all the Primitive, Apoſtolical _ 
5 | i | pl- 


mY FA Apolle copld na proye bis Apoſtleſpip by Succeſſes, be- 


q ders 10 diflinguiſh between a Regular and a Valid Mini- 


if Mevery Valid Miniſtry muſt be Regular, and every Regular 
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„ 
Fpiſcopal Ordmations of the Chtiltian Church; And 
coup Mes 'bold enough ash 10 ſay and do an y thing ; yet 
es nor (he fainh) A t 4 Miniſter — that} 
yell hath (ich no wiſe Man al venture to Ad 
at all. 2 e following words he tells us, that he find: | 
himſelf much inclin & to yieli to the Influence f Charity, 
in juaging of the Validity of others Mimniftratims. Ani | 
ſo will let che Churches Grdinations paſs for good, though 1 
thoſe of the Con venticle are much euer: in ſhort, He 
aſcribes the Validity of Epiſcopal Orders, not fo much 
to any Inſtitution of Chriſt, as to his own charitable Ia 
ial on of Allowing them, which is a piece of the in 
tolerable Pride and Vanity of a Diſſenting Brother. ; 
But *ris really fhorking to Bim (faith he) becauſe it car. 
 Fies in it an itwrious Reflettion on the Goodneſs of Goa, vl 
imagine, that be will merely for want of a Ceremony in 
4 Miniſter's Ordmation, omitted not through wiſfulneſ:% 
Bur miftake, damn him, thongh he has all the other dus. 
Iifications of a Mimifter ; and likewiſe damn all that at 
tend his Mrniftrations, how Chriflian ſoever therr 2 emperl 
and Converſation are. AY 
© Theſe things would be hard-indeed, were they ſo 4 
be repreſents chem; but in truth and reality matters ar 
quite otherwiſe ; the Church damns none for mere Cere 1 


* 2 8 


mon ies, nor ſer hard upon any for their Ignorance ol 


makes all res aritable Conſtrutions, thar can be res = to 
ſonably expected in fuch Cafes : tis only the obſtinae 
Refufal of good Orders, and the apparent Violation o, _ 
Divine and Human Laws char fall under his Diſciplinr ö 
and Cenſures. 
As for ſuch Miniſters as continue to reject the Cere ; 
monies of Ordination appointed by Chriſt and his Apo 
tles, and fer up new Models and Methods of Conferring 
Orders, m rc to the Authority and Practice of © | 
the Chriſtian Church in all 15 ; and an not through} 
Ignorance and Miſtake, but by a wilful Acting again 
em; ſuch as thoſe j art uſtly incur a ſevere doom, and 
unhappily hazard the Salvation of their Souls, whateve!Y tio 
weir other Qualifications may be. But as for their igno- co. 
ran 


= EO 
And rant Followers, who are ſeduc'd by them, and in the 
; yet Simplicity of theit Hearts attend their Miniſtrations ; 
that the Charity of che Church is greatly extended to them, 
o AQ Rl in pitying and forbearing of them, in uſing all good 
means to inform them aright, and to bring them back to 

the Fold, from which be have erred aud flrayed like bit 
Peep. As for the foreign Proteſtants of the Reformed 
XX Churches abroad, who lament their lack of Biſhops, and 
put all their Miniſtrations upon the foot of Neceſſity; 
the Church of England is fo far from con/igning them 
In over as a parcel of Feathens to everla ting Flames, that 
in it makes no doubt of the Validity of their Miniſtrations, 

though their Cafe and that of our Diſſenters is vaſtly 

different; for theſe wilfully refuſe what they would 
u gladly have, and ſadly bewail their want of. 

In the Cloſe of his tedious Preface he complains of 
ke inconſiſtencies of his Adverſaries, who ſometimes 
will not allow them to be Chriſtians, or Members of the 
Catholick Chureh ; and yet by their Excommunications 


3 rity, and will allow both only to bring them in Bon- 


1 conveniences they bring upon themſelves by their own 
Obſtinacy, and were they as good as they ſhould be, or 


audi pretend to be, they might eaſily prevent and put and End 
rer to them. I am, Sir, 
ina | Yours A. B. 
on of, 3 a . 
pline| ws JJ 
l Leone 

ere 
Apo SIR, a 
rein T Shew'd in my laſt how groſly this Author hath ſtum- 
ice off bled in the Threſhold of his Preface. I come now to 
ougb ſhew the greater blunders and falſe ſteps he hath 


made in the farther advances of his Sermon. 
And I begin with his Text, which is a plain confuta- 
tevei tion of his Title page; for Timothy being by St. Pan 
jgno-W conſtituted Biſhop of * to reſide and 2 
£111 o once 


nor ever queſtions the poſſibility of their Sal vation: 


calt them out of it. At other times they have more Cha- 


F dage to their ſpiritual Courts; which Grievances and In- 


SG «> 

office there, to commit the things be had learnt from him 
10 faithful men, able to teach others alſo, his Ordinationg 
were unqueſtionably valid and regular; but the Apoſtle 


no where allowing Presbyters ſo to do, but ſubjecting them 
to Zimothy's admonitions and cenſures, all Ordinations | 
without or againſt the Authority of the Biſhop mult be 


irregular and out of Order. | 
The things which St. Pau] charges 7 imothy 


ſhould be able to inſtruct others in them allo. 


Now this Conventicler in the entrance of his diſcourſe | 
on theſe words, tells us, that he herein imitates the exam 
ple of the Apoſtles in ſetting apart Perſons for the work 
of the Miniſtry, and does what the Holy Ghoſt requir'd, M 
in ſeparating Barnabas and Saul to the work, whereunto | 
he had call d them by faſting and prayer and impoſition of | 
hands : which things the Apoſtles then had, and their 
ſucceſſors the Biſhops {till have ſufficient power and 


and warrant to do. 


| Whereas this Noveliſt merely uſurps and intrudes him- 
ſelf into this Office, without any other Authority than 
what he arrogantly aſſumes to himſelf; it being equally | 
abſurd to ſuppoſe this power to belong to all the Mini- 
ſters, as it is to belong to all the members of the Chriſtian Þ 
Church, which is plainly the meaning of that queſtion # 
J Mies? are all Prophets? are all | 
Teachers? which he elſewhere anfwers himſelf, no, he 
gave ſome to be Apoſtles, ſome to be Prophets, and ſome | 
Teachers. And to each of them their particular functions 
and employments, which they were to mw to, without 


of St. Paul, Are a 


breaking in upon one another ; Among whom the Apo- 


ſtles being the firſt and ſuperiour Order to all the reſt, } 
had the power of Ordaining or ſending others as their | 
peculiar province, which this aſſuming Presbyter hath | 
the confidence inſolently to invade. But of this more by | 


and by. 


to com- 
mit to thoſe under his care, were the Articles of Faith 
or the form of ſound words, which be bad heard of bim 
in faith and truth, which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Tim. 1. 13. 
theſe things he would have Timothy not only to bold faſt 
himſelf, but to give in charge to other fit perſons, that 


From 


„ 


From the perſons who have the power of Ordaining, he 
proceeds to the qualifications of the perſons to be Or- 
dained by them. And they are deſcrib'd in the Text, to 


— ve faithful men, able 10 teach others alſo. Where by Faitb- 
tions / men, are meant ſuch as are true to the truſt of faith 
iſt be committed to them, not deſerting it for intereſt, nor 


ſhrinking from it for the fear or frowns of any, but ad- 
hering to it firmly at all times; for this Reaſon (ſaith 


into the Miniſtry a profeſſion of their faith, which we 
hint reaſonable ſhould be arawn up by them who are to 
A make it. __ £25 | 4 

XX Whereas wiſe men have ever thought that the re- 


urſe up in the Apoſtles Creed, is ſufficient for that purpoſe 
ram. without drawing up any new Creed or confeſſion of faith 
ork Jof their own, which mult come far ſhort of that both 
irs, for fence and ſoundneſs. But tis no wonder if ſuch 
unro Innovators as are dayly calling for new prayers, ſhould 
of upon occaſion require the making of new Creeds. 
heir . Another piece of fidelity (he faith ). requir'd of them 
and chat are to be receiv'd into holy Orders, is to preach only 

the mind and will of God, without mingling with it the 
lim. fancies and traditions of men, or making thoſe things 
han NJ cceflary which Chriſt hath not made fo. 


hs is a fling at the Ceremonies, and the preaching 
IJ vp the neceſſity of Obedience to them, which tho not 
IF necellary in themſelves, yet being injoyn'd by lawful 


_ J Authority for the Order and decency of divine worſhip, 
al 2 obedience to them becomes neceſſary to be preached by the 
. Miniſters, and praftiſed by the people? Moreover, Chriſt 


(laith he) hath made his Miniſters flewards, togive bis peo- 
ple meat in duc ſeaſon, to diſpence his Goſpel, and uſe his ap- 
pointed diſcipline ; but he hath not made the people ſubject 
4 their arbitary laws, or ſlaves to crouch under all the 


4 = #urdens, they would do them the honour to lay upon them. 
cir . This is a fling at the Biſhops, for exerciſing Authori- 
ach over their Brethren, and Cording it over God's Heritage; 


by which he compares to the dominion exercis'd by the 
) I Princes of the Gentiles, who ruled with a high hand, and 
LT enſlaved 


| i this Author) we require of all ſuch as are to be admitted 


4 heating. of and aſſenting to the profeſſion of faith drawn 
the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
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enſlaved thoſe that were under their power: this our 
Saviour condemns among his followers, and would not 
have any ſuch tyranny or dominion found among them; 
but e that would he greate/t among them ſhould be as | 
abe younger, and he that is chief as he that ſervetb. The | 
meaning whereof 1s to forbid all empire or dominion | 
over mens minds or conſeiences, by impoſing new 
doctrines upon them, and making more Articles of faith Ml g 
neceſſary L 


to ſalvation then Chriſt hath made ſo. A power 
which (thanks be to God) our Biſhops neither claim nor 
excerciſe; being content to rule the Church according to 
Gods word, by preſerving ſound doctrine, and keeping 
the members of it to the rules of order and diſcipline, ? 
wherein they exceed not the bounds of their Commiſſion, 
nor any way Lord it over God's heritage, as ſome have 
envioully reflected upon them for the ſtyle or title of 
Lords given to them, which is not any neceſſary appen-# 
dix to their Office, but only an additional honour an | 
next to it by the favour of Princes, to preſerve the reve | 
rence and dignity of their higher ſtation. 4 
But let us hear what this Innovator hath to ſay againſt 
the conſtant uninterrupted practice or cuſtom of the 
Catholick Church, in confining the power of Ordination 
to the Order of Biſhops, and for the late upſtart pre- 
tence of extending it to mere presbyters without them. 
And here he puts the queſtion, whether Chriſt hath bim. 
fe or by his ee iuſtituted one Office, which has th: 
power of preaching and adminiſiring the Sacraments with 
out the power of Ordaining and Governing ; and another 


That the Apoſtles were an Order ſuperior to the ſeventy 
diſciples, appears not only from the precedence, but the 
jurisdiction exercis'd over them, of which inſtances may 


| n 1 


5 n 
be given from —— and Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, Aud 
this is farther confirm'd by the promotion of one of the 
ſeventy upon any vacancy in the Apoſtolate, as Marthias 
was into the place of Judas, which is ever into ſome 
higher dignity and ſtation than they had before; for eve- 
ry Office having ſome degree of power annext to it, to 
be advanc'd to a higher Office, is to be admitted to 2 
greater meaſure of power, and to exerciſe Authority in 
things to which they had no right before; befide, the 
X Church being a Regular Society requires a ſubordination 
of Officers, without which no formed ſociety can ſubſiſt, 
for parity is the parent of Confuſion, and no Order can 
be kept, where all the members ſtand upon the ſame level. 
Theſe things are too plain to need any farther proof or 
inſiſting on. N 

Another exception he takes againſt Biſhops, is from the 
large extent of ſome of their Dioceſes, which eu com- 
prehends ( faith he) a vaſt number of Congregations very 
aiſtant from one another, inſtancing in a certain Prelate 
in England, whoſe Dioceſs not only contains in it ſeveral 
hundred Pariſhes, but hkewiſe extends to all our Colonies 
in both the Indies, which he endeavours to expoſe and 
cannot think agreeable to the platform of the Primitive 
Church; Though Timothies power extended all over the 
proconfular A/; St. Cyprian had the inſpection of a 
Province, which beſide Africł, compriz d Numidia and 
both Mauritanias, Theodoret was Biſhop of a Dioceſe 
containing eight hundred Pariſhes. 

However, the limits and extent of Dioceſes is only an 
accidental circumſtance thar is not material to the point 
in controverſy; for though we affirm the Epiſcopal 
power of Ordaining and Governing the Church, to be of 
Divine and Apoſtolica! Authority; yet we look upon the 
bounds and limits of Dioceſes to be only of human in- 
ſtitution; that they were ſettled either by Princes, or by 
the Authority of Councils, or by the order and appoint- 
ment of the ſeveral Churches. But the Authority and 
Antiquity of Diodeſan Epiſcopacy, together with the 
tixd bounds and extent of it, is ſo well ſtated and 
confirm'd by the Reverend Dr Maurice in his Treatice 

. on 
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on dat ſubject, that 1 need not to add, but only to 
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or ? 


are allerted with great reaſon and truth, and are con- 
firm d and convey d to us by Sacred and Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 


makes the leaſt mention of it, but devolves it wholly 


ſuch a barefac'd Oppoſer of all Antiquity, that will be- 


871 


refer to it. T Wet be; 

But the Churchmens greateſt Argument (ſaith this Au. 
thor) is ferch'd from Timothy and Titus, making the 
One Biſhop of Epheſus, and the Other of Crete; with 
the fole power of Ordination and Government in their 
reſpective Churches: for which reaſon particular Dire. 
eons are given to them to Ordain Elders in every City, 
ia look after the Qualifications of the Perſons to be Ordain'd, i 
aud Jo recerve Accuſations againſt them: which things 


Rory. In our Text Timothy is bid to commit to. faith- 7 
Jul Men the things that he had heard and learnt, that they 
might Zeach them to others alſo, which is, in other words, 
the Ordaining or taking them into the Miniſtry; NowW 
though there were then many Presbyters in Eobeſus, 
who were no doubt as well qualified to Ordain, as any 
that now pretend to it, yet St. Paul was ſo far from 
intruſting them with any ſuch power, that he no where 


upon Timothy, ſaying, Commit thou to faithful men, &c. 
And he likewiſe % Titus in Crete to ſet in order the Þ 
things that were wanting, and to Ordain Elders, which 
the Presbyters that then were, or continued there had 
no power to do: ſo that this Author can never prove 
Presbyterian Ordination regular, from this or any other 
Text of Scripture; or from any Authentick Author, or 
account after it: yea, we may truly affirm, That the 
Authority of Biſhops in Ordination ſtands confirm'd | 
by the ſame Teſtimony and Tradition of the Church, 
as the Authority of the Scriptures themſelves, and that | 
both of them ſtand upon the ſame foot. And yet : 

This Conventicler calls in queſtion all this Authority, 
and cannot allow any of it. But what ſhall we. ſay to 


lieve nothing that makes againſt him, though confirm d 


by the higheſt Authority, but can readily catch at any Moth. 


thing that ſerves his turn, though it hath no Foundation. 7 


Though in all Catalogues of Biſhops, recorded by the ſets 


14 Ch Ur ch- 


” 1 wi 


church hiſtorians, Timothy and Titus are always reckon'd 


as the firſt Biſhops of Zpheſus and Crete, yet he can ſee 
no reaſon to think ſo of either; and though there be no 
inſtance, in Antiquity, of Presbyters laying on of Hands 
in Ordination without a Biſhop, yet he can eaſily think 
and believe that they did without any Authority. 
However he can grant (he faith) that Timotby and 


Titus were ſuperiour to other Miniflers, but that was only ; 
upon the account of ſome extraordinary Gifts conferr d 
on them, wherein he ſaith they had no Succeſ/ours. Now 


chat the Apoſtles had Succeſſours, appears from our Sa- 


WF viour's promiſe to be with them to the end of the world, 


ne could not be with them in their own Perſons, who 


ſerted by ſo many of the Fathers, that it were endleſs as 


died a little after, but with them in their Succeſſours, 
© who were to continue to the World's End. And that 


the Biſhops were the Succeſſours of the Apoſtles, is aſ- 


well as needleſs to recount them. Zuſebins reckons 


J Twenty ſeven that ſucceeded 7 zmothy in the See of Epbe- 


us; and the Council of Calcedon as many that ſucceeded 


Iitus in Crete. And we have a certain Account of the 
ſucceſſion of the Biſhops 
JF Churches of Jeruſalem, Antioch, Rome and Alexanaria; 


to the Apoſtles in the greater 


7 whoſe Superiority over Presbyters, in the matters of Or- 


dination and Juriſdiction, is atteſted by thoſe that lived 
in and nearer to the Apoſtolical Age, than we do to the 
W Reformation. And as for their ſpiritual extraordinary 

Gifts, which he mentions, they were ſo far from giving 

chem any Superiority, that they were not peculiar, but 
common to them with Presbyters, yea, and many of 


the Laity were endowed with them. So that none, who 


have not another Game to play to the contrary, can 
doubt of the Biſhops Power and Superiority in theſe 
WJ matters. And St. Ferom, who ſought to raiſe the Pres- 


byters as high as he could to Rival the Biſhops, always 


excepted Ordination, making them equal in all other 
things excepia Ordinatione, which was never in any | 
other Hands. : 


But to diminiſh the Authority of Biſhops, this Author 
ſets up the Office of an Evangeliſt above other * 
an 


| 
| 
| 
| 


. 


over other Presbyters to this Office. But this proceed: 
from a miſtaken notion of an Evangeliſt, which fignifies 


all to preach the Goſpel, as Occafion ſhould require, . 
| Evangehfi, Act. 21. 8. though he could neither Confirm 
3 
that is to preach the Goſpel, 2 Tim. 4. 5. though ſome 


| Biſhops, and Companions with them, in their Labour 
and Travels, preaching the Goſpel to the diverſe and 


and deſpiſes all the Authority of the Fathers and Coun- 


and Teachers, making them not Common or Ordinary Mi. 
niſters, but Perſons of a ſuperiour Character; And in this 
rank he Timothy, who was bid to de the wwork of an | 


Evaxgeh/t. Aſcribing all 7rmothy's Ads of Superiority | 


only a Preacher of the Goſpel, and implies no diſtinct 
or ſuperiour Order, but an Office common to all the 
three Orders of Biſhops, Pricits and Deacons, who were 


Hence we read that Philip, one uf the Deacons, was an 


Ocdain, as appears, AF. 8. 12: 14, Oc. St. Lake was 
eliſt and one of the Seventy. And here Tm 


a Biſhop was charg'd to do tbe work of an Euangeliſti, 


have thought the Evangeliſts to be Coadjutors to the . 


ſundry Churches where they came. However. that be, 
certain it is, that Timothy Ordain'd Elders, not as u 
Evangeliſt, but as a Biſhop, whoſe proper province it 
But to evade all this; This Innovator flatly denies, ? 
that 7imorhy was Biſhop of Zpheſus, or Titus of Crete 


cils that prove them to be ſo, which being all againſt S! 
him, he would have them look'd upon as all ſpurious 
and of no Credit; like him who would confute Bullar- 
ovine with a word, ſaying, BeHarmine thou Lieſt. In 
like manner, this bold Uſurper of holy Orders, would 
ſer aſide all Arguments from Antiquity, by making all ygq i 
the Fathers Liars; and the Councils of no better Au- Inot tl 
thority than his Conventiclers. Hence in the Preface Mfiſten; 
he tells the People, that they need not trouble themſelves 3 ours 
b 2hbat' the Church brings from Fathers and Councili, Th 


- which, not ſpeaking as he would: have them, he thinks can 


* 


mon, pag 42. he adds, that wen tbey bring us things 4 bour' 
witch they bave receivd from Fathers, Councils, Cunvo. Relig 


tions, 


not worth the heeding or hearkening to. In the Ser- Good 


| [ 4x J 
- cations, or the Civil Magiſtrate, and from thence would 
this preſcribe us a Rule, how to worſhip Cod, we beg their Er- 


an Mule, till they ſhew ſome better Authority for their Com- 
ity | 2 I think tis hard to find ſuch another inſolent 
eds Contemner of the Ancient Fathers and Learned Coun- 
fies cils, by whoſe means the Purity of the Goſpel, and the 


Knowledge of ſound Doctrine, and the primitive Diſci- 
Wpline of the Chriſtian Church are ſo happily convey'd 
aovn through every Century to our preſent Age; which 
re things worthy to be own'd and receiv'd with great 
chankfulneſs, and not to be ſo arrogantly deſpis d and 
neglected by ſuch upſtart Innovators. We are taught in 
the Book of Job, to enquire of the former Apes, and pre- 
10 Ware our ſelves to the ſearch of the Fathers, for we are but 

F pefterday, and know nothing, becauſe our days upon 


ume earth are a ſhadow : but they ſhall teach us and tell us, 
the and utter words out of their heart. Job 8. 8, 9, 10. 

urs 8 Bur I ſhall leave the farther proſecution of this Argu- 
and ment, till J hear or find more from this Diſſenting Bro- 


be, ther. In the mean time, I am, Sir, 


f | Your humble Servant AB. 


— 


Sixth Letter. 
SIR, > 


Reciv'd a Pamphlet from you, intituled, 7 he State 
Anatome of great Brittain, with a deſire of my 
Thoughts and Opinion of it: And becauſe I would 
5 not paſs any haſty or raſh Judgment, I have per- 
Jus d it over and over again. And upon the whole can- 
- not think better of it, than a Rapſody of rude and incon- 
Iſiſtent Raillery, tending only to put fair and falſe Co- 
ours upon foul and vile Deſigns. 


can give but little Credit to the Book, and leſs to the 
Goodneſs of any Cauſe he engages in; for having la- 
bour'd hard to undermine the Balle of the Myſteries of 
Religion; he is not much = be truſted or hearken d to 

in 


The Character of the Author (if rightly Gueſs'd at) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


[ 42] 
in the Mylteries of State and Government, which, to and 
ſerve a turn, he would not ſtick to undermine too. MFhav 
But becauſe he hath been attack d already in ſundry MY whe 
parts of his Pamphlet, I ſhall pitch upon a few, which YI fam! 
I think have been as yet untouch'd. | f 
The Furſt whereof ſhall be his Chapter of Univerſitie: ¶ hav 
and Pulpits ; which begins thus, I am ſorry, that from} 
Riots ana Rebellions it ſhould be a Natural Tranſition u 
diſcomr/e of Cutuerſities and Pulpits. This, though a mz. 
licious Inſinuation, carries yet a ſhow of tenderneſs and 
concern for the Honour, Diſcipline and Tranquillity d 
the Univerſities, that he is deeply affected with, ani 
troubled at, any thing that might give any dilturband 
or diſparagement to them. And becauſe Riots and Re .be 
bellions are, of all things, moſt offenſive to Princes, he ion 
is ſeiz d with more than ordinary Sorrow, that any thing natt 
like that ſhould be charg'd upon ſuch wiſe and learned tial 
Bodies, that they ſhould run into ſuch Exceſs of Riot, 
as to make them ſo evil ſpoken of. 0: of 
But what if the Univerſities were only paſſive in theſe of n 
ſuppoſed Riots, and Tumults, and inſtead of being Act. beey 
ors in, were only Sufferers by them, and that too for Þ 
uling their beſt endeavours to ſuppreſs them? Why! 
then the Occaſion muſt be only taken and not given 
and tis ſomewhat hard, to ſuffer by an Injury, and fol 
a 37 bearing of it too, when there were no meam 
left of preventing it. And yet this, I think, will be 
found to be the true ſtate of that Matter, which hath: 
been ſo unhappily miſconſtrued and miſrepreſented. And 
all this for not Remembring a New Holy-day, never be. 
fore obſerved, and ſo was unknown to moſt, and un- 
thought. of by many, who would omit no opportunity 
of paying due Reſpect to the Perſon concern'd. 2 
Indeed the many Diſorders and Riots, that commonly 
attend thoſe Occaſions, render them not only inconve-? 
nient, but inconſiſtent with the good Order and Diſci 
pline of thoſe Seminaries ; for the Youth, that are to be 
' educated in Learning and good Manners, ſhould be kept 
as much as poſſible from the follies and extravagancs, 3 


which their Age and ſuch Occaſions are apt to prompt c 
ard 
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1. to and lead them to. This is well known to them, who 
have had their Education in thoſe Seminaries; And they 
ndry © who have Sons and Relatives there cannot bur defire the 
hich M fame good Order ſhould be ſtill continued. And therefore 
choſe freedoms, which may be allow'd in other places, 
/itie; have never been expected there, as not comporting with 
from the Duties and Exerciſes to be chiefly minded in thoſe 
on 1 places. | | 
wad | Of this the State-Anatomilt 1s fo fenfible, that he ſeeks 


ma. a 
and to free himſelf from the blame of that Tranſnion, by 


and there ſhould be ſuch a near connexion between Riots and 
2 i Univerſities ; and that the Occaſion was not fought but 
Re given: Though he unluckily calls it a Natural Tranſi- 


he tin from the One to the Other, as if Riots were the 


natural and neceſſary effects of Univerſities, and fo eſſen- 
rned tial that they could not be without them. And yet Vo 
ior, Aan (faith he) 16 a greater Aumirer of ſuch Nurſeries 
I good Literature, and had I not paſi a conſiderable part 
= of my time at the Univerſity, even this Memorial had not 
been in every reſpef? ſuch as it is, &c. If this Author 
Þ hath ſuch an honour and kindneſs for theſe Nurſeries, 
and ſpent ſo much of his time in them to ſo great ad- 


| FT vanta e; Tis ſtrange he ſhould fo greedily catch at an 


 F Occaſion of Expoling them, and turn that Wit and 
Learning, he got there, to the diſhonour and detriment 
of thoſe places where he recetv'd it. Yea, the politeneſs 
of his Memorial, which he acknowledges to be owing 
to thoſe Seats of Learning, ſhould {one would think) 
have taught him better things, though his Modelty ſtill 
22 thinks it but an indifferent Piece, and ſcarce worth the 
peruſal of him to whom he writes. 

Baut if he hath any way detracted from the honour or 
2 intereſt of the Univerſities, he will make full Amends in 
the following words; He muſt be ſavage and unpohſhd 
indeed, and an Enemy to all Religion and Politicks, who 
is an Enemy to Schools and Univerſities. Meaning, That 
they muſt degenerate from the common Senſe and Re- 
ligion of Mankind, who think of impairing the Rights, 
or doing the leaſt Diſſervice to ſuch learned Bodies, to 
F 2 | which 


ſaying in the next words, that 71s none of his fault, that 


| 
| 
1 
| 


"Tx 
which they are all beholden. But this Sugar-plum i} 
quickly followed with a bitter pill. Tn ſuch (ſaith 


he) as from their love to ſolid Learning and juſt Cvern. ing 
ment would Reform or 7 mprove thoſe Seminars of both, ing 


are often made to paſs for their Enemies. Where his love 
to Learning and Religion ſets him upon Reforming and} 
Improving the Fountains of both, An Office well be. 
coming a perſon of his eminent parts and piety, and for 
which he hopes they will take him for their Friend and 
not their Enemy, ſince he deſigns only to reſcue and re. 
ſtore them from the Abuſes of thoſe, who pervert the ver) 
Ends and Inſtitution of Univerſities. A 
The truth is, There are ſo many Masks and falſe Coo 
lours of Friendſhip, that tis hard ſometimes to know a MF ing 
Friend from a Foe : And the pretences of Reformation ma 
have been ſo various and dangerous, that tis neither pru- M pla 
dent nor ſafe to refer or relie too much upon them, th: up 
Nation having found and felt the bad deſigns of ſome Ber 
Reformers, and many have, and more are like, to groan the 
under the ſad fruits and effects of their Reformation. "Tis MF tat 
not always the love of Learning, and the publick Good 
that ſets up Reformers, but ſometimes the love of them 
ſelves, of worldly honour and intereſt, that hath the 
greateſt hand in it; yea, ſometimes the contrary Paſſion 
of Envy, Malice, Hatred and Revenge may occaſion it. 
which are bad motives and principles of Reformation. 
And what is Reform'd to day, upon ſuch bad grounds, to 
may in a little time prove to the prejudice of the Reform. 
ers themſelves and their poſterity, which may make them 
Repent of their Reformation, when tis too late to be 
Redreſs d. 1 
But this State-Anatomiſt would have us believe, that 
he hath nothing but pure and good intentions in calling ho 
for Reformation, and would not have the leaſt Suſpicion lea 
entertain d to the contrary ; for he hath diſſected thoſe In 
learned Bodies, not to ſhew their nakedneſs, but to hide cer 
and heal their infirmities, and the better to cure the Ma- edi 
ladies of the Body politick; which tending ſo much to Hut 
the good of the whole, may not be thought Acts of en- anc 
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mity but friendſhip. 


[45 1 
To clear the integrity of his intentions, he enlarges 
upon the Antiquity and Uſefulneſs of Univerſities; ſhew- 
ing how by this means Moſes was 5ki{'d in all the Learn- 
ing of the Egyptians, who had the Nobleft Schools and 
Univer/ities in the World : And the Moderns have not 
come ſhort of them, either in the number or uſefulneſs of 
them, the praiſes of ſuch places having ( faith he) beers 
among the Ancients the Subjects of whole Volumes. "Tis 
agreed (as he goes on) among all conſidering Men, that 
neither the Holy Scriptures, which are the fountains of 
our Sacred Religion ; nor the Books of the Greeks and 
Romans, which contain inexhauſtible treaſures of Know- 
ledge, can be underſtood without Learning, nor Learn- 
ing be attain'd without Univerſities ; which hath mov'd 
many wiſe and good Kings to encourage and endow ſuch 
places with great privileges and immunities, and ſtird 
up the Bounty and Munificence of pious Founders and 
Benefactors, to ſettle thoſe Lands and Revenues upon 
them, by which many are liberally and ſucceſſively main- 
tain'd and qualified for the ſervice of the Church and 
Country, of which thoſe learned Bodies are not wanting 
to keep up a grateful Remembrance. 
And becauſe this Author would conceal nothing of 
this affair from a perſon of Quality to whom he writes, 
be informs him of a ſort of people here, who for want of 
on. F ſuch Education themſelves as thoſe places afford, pretend 
ids, to undervalue and undermine them, and of others who 
rm. for ſome offence taken at ſome diſorders unavoidable 
lem where ſouldiers are plac'd, grow perfectly out of con- 
be ceit with ſuch places, againſt which they no leſs fre- 
"2 quently, then impertinently declaim, as if the Abuſe of 
hat any thing ſhould aboliſh the uſe of it, or as if it were as 
ing honourable to diſcourage or diminiſh the Rights of ſuch 
ion learned Bodies, as it was to encourage and endow them. 
oſe In ſhort, he tells us, that nothing can be of nearer con- 
ide cern to any country, than Schools and Univerſities, 
la- education being a matter of ſo great importance as to in- 
to fluence the affairs of Government in Church and State, 
2n- and conduces much to the wiſdom of preſent and future 
generations. | 
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No here this Anatomiſt cannot forbear to tell us, that 
ſome may be apt to wonder at this his Apology for the 
Univerficies ; And well indeed they may, if they view | 
the ſting in the Tail, and peruſe what comes after it, | 
which like atad flies marr the whole box of Ointment, | 
and cauſe it to ſend forth a flinking favour. N 
HFitherto then we have view'd only the bright fide of 
the cloud, and ſeen nothing but the fair colours, with 
which he would cover and ſet off his black deſigns? 
The foregoing part of the diſcourſe being like painting 
the Front or Porch of a Charnel houſe, which may ſhew 
a fair Outſide, but within is fill'd only with rottenneſs 
and dead mens bones, ſuch I fear the following part |? 
will be found to be to the end of the Chapter. For the | 
next words are that Education being a matter of fo great 
importance, Princes and States ought to take ſuch places |? 
(as the wiſeſt have ever done and {till do) into their 
own mediate inſpection; which he means not ſo much 
for Protection, as for Puniſhment and Correction. 4 
Nov here the ſcene begins to open, and the dark ſide 
of the cloud to appear, for he tells us, of a Hiſiory of the 
Original power and proceedings of the CU RATORSof 7 
the Dutch Untver ities, that will be ſeaſonable very ſoon. A to ( 
Intimating thereby , that he would have the ms. 4 ever 
Schools and Univerfities regulated by the ſchemes of the 
Dutch; which would be to model the beſt order d Uni- 
verſities in the world, by the ways and Methods of the 
worſt: as he would have the Church of Eugland, the 
beſt conſtituted Church in the world by a general Dutch 
Toleration of all ſects and Religions turn'd into a Babel |? 
of confuſion,and become another Amſterdam, where per- 
ſons of all Nations and perſwaſions may find their Re- wille 
ligion, if they happen to loſe it. T facti. 
Schools and Univerſities (ſaith he) being inſtituted fo, 
the publick good, muſt be kept to their inſtituion by publick Rule 
Authority. This no doubt is the beſt and ſafeſt courſe F ſtudi 
that can be taken for the convenience and continuance |} Rely 
of them; tho' this Author intends it more for their pre- Autt 
judice, than their preſervation, as appears by the falſe |F hurt 
and malicious inſinuation that follows it; to wit, = proo 
: | tNOIC 4 


hat thoſe places teach and Act againſt the conſlitution by which 
the f they are protected and maintain q. W hereas they have 
ew been ever found the beſt means of upholding and pre- 
it, ſerving the conſtitution, againſt all the attempts of Schiſm 
nt, and Faction to deſtroy it. | 
But this State-Anatomiſt is not content with ripping 
up the faults of the living, and laying open the failings 
tho brethren; but he diſſects and diſparages the dead 
too, and falls foul on the memory of pious Founders and 
Benefactors, by whoſe liberal bounty and beneficence 
great numbers are continually maintain'd, all Arts and 
& Sciences cultivated and improv'd, Learning encourag'd 
and encreas d, and the Nation conſtantly ſupplied with 
able and worthy perſons in all the Learned profeſſions 
of Divinity, Law, and Phyſick, and ſuch too in each 
es profeſſion, as no part of the world can exceed or equal. 
And yet theſe excellent and publick ſpirited Perſons 
cannot ſcape the Cenſure and Caſtigation of his mercena- 
ry and mercileſs pen. Which ſhews what little regard 
z to be had to what ſuch a Dabler in Politicks either ſays 
or writes. Tis indeed no ſmall picce of ingratitude to 
ſuffer thoſe good works of Pious Benefactors to ſink in- 
7. to Oblivion or Contempt, which ought to be had in 
FF everlaſting Remembrance; As it is to flight the Wills 
e of Donors, and pervert the deſigns of their Donations. 
But what is it that moves this Author thus to reflect 
on the Univerſities and their Founders? why! To pals 
1 by the hidden and ſecret ſprings of this motion, what he 
n IF openly alleges, relates partly to the Statutes of the Foun- 
ders; and partly to the Perſons who are to Act and be 
- BF ſuſtain'd by them. As for the Statutes, they being the 
wills of Founders, and the conditions of their bene- 
actions, ought as much as poſſible to be carefully mind- 
e and kept to; And likewiſe containing many excellent 
Kules of good living, with wholeſom directions for the 
ſtudies and exerciſes of the reſpective Societies, are to be 
© } Religiouſly obſerv'd by the Members of each: tho' this 
Author by a malicious ſuggeſtion that they may be more 
e hurtful, than beneficial to the publick, without the leaſt 
t proof that they are ſo, would have them Altered and 
2 - | Amended 


[43] 
Amended, Reduc'd or Reſcinded, as the pretended exi- 
gencies of Religion and the State may require. If there 
are any Statutes that interfere with the Laws of the 
Land, they are either repeal'd or grown obſolete and out 
of uſe, ſo that no appearance of danger or detriment can 
proceed from them. „ 

And as for the Perſons maintain d by the munificence 
of theſe pious Founders and Benefactors, no Univerſities 
in the world can ſhew the like ſet of men for Learning 

and all other laudable accompliſhments. Nor hath any 
e of our own Univerſities produc'd a better than the 
' preſent; And yet this great Reformer would have them 
thought rather the detriment than ornament of their 
country, making it neceſſary that for their ſakes the 
wills of Founders ſhould be diſanul'd, the number of 
Colleges leſſened, their Revennues and methods of in- 
ſtruction regulated, with other glorious fruits of a bleſ- M/ 
ſed Reformation. To effect which this Refiner of Morals 
calls fora Royar VISITATION, to purge out their 
Droſs, and reduce them to a greater | rig of life and 
manners, to put them upon another foot, and fix them 
upon a better bottom, tho' their preſent ſoundneſs may "0 | 
be ſuch, as may enable them to ſtand the Trial of any WW 
Honourable and Impartial Judges. 4 

Another thing that this Acuſer of the Brethren in- 
veighs againſt, is that almoſt all pubhick Lectures are 
dropt, or which is the ſame thing, perform d ſo ſeldom and 
in ſo perfuntory a manner, as to come to nothing; though | 
tbe 2 and endowments for ſupporting of them be 
duly and conſtantly paid. Now tis much to be ſuſpected, 
that this Cenſor morum was during his Abode in the Uni- 
verſity as bad a frequenter of thoſe publick Lectures as 
any; and ſo turns this and other enormities of his own, | 
into a complaint againſt others; the ſincerity of his Aims 
and Intentions 1s very juſtly doubted of, and many Que- 
{tion the Goodneſs of the principles upon which he pro- 

ceeds, who by the courſe of his Actions and Writings | 
have good reaſon to think he hath none at all. How- | 
ever, This Occaſion hath awaken d the Diligence of the 
perſons concern d, and tis to be hop'd' will be for the 
future 
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grounded Accuſations. © 


ce good man. will bel p 
ies Ml firmation, in which yet he would not be thought to 
ng be heir Accuſer, And after many broad hints and inti- 
ny mations tells us, that he is far from charging them on 


WM Devil, The Lord Rebuke thee. 


WJ Arrogance and Preſumption of this Author, in pretend- 
ing to know, and to /ef others into the ſecrets of the 
is mind, not only dictating to. his Majeſty what he 
3 {ho..1d do, but likewiſe declaring without any Commiſ- 


huis indignation. Moreover, this falſe Accuſer having 
in pag, 72. 73. vilely Abus d and paſt ſentence againſt 
che Univerſities, he 1 Page 75. to declare what is 
re intended againſt the Pulpits, And thereby to read the 


to ſay upon this point {hall be conſider'd in my next, I 
am, Sir, | | Ws - 
Ls Your Affectionate friend and Serv. A. B. 


K — 


28 | « 

n, a Seventh | Letter . 

ne- Shew'd in my laſt the bitter Invectives and falſe 
o- Accuſations charg d by the State · anatomiſt on the 
88 two Renowned Univerſities, together with his 2 
w- | for Reformation founded thereupon, the bold Ad- 


he ventures of an unqualified and unauthoriz'd Reformer. 


G I come 


future more narrowly watch'd and look d into; which is 
he beſt oſe that cau be made of ſuch Calumnies and ill. 


After this there follow ſuch groſs Abuſes, and falſe 

Characters, and foul Aſperſions caſt on many eminent 

and worthy perſons, as no wiſe man would utter, and no 
od man will believe without better evidence and con- 


aber F the Univerſities. But ſuch fergned Apologies 
m make but a poor Amends for ſuch Railing Accuſations, 
IJ which yet are better deſpis d than anſwered, deſerving no 
other Reply than that of Michael the Archangel to the 


I cannot conclude this Letter without obſerving the 


son what he will do; which is fuch an Indignity offer'd* 
io Majeſty, as may juſtly make him feel the effects of 


Doom of the Church and Church; men. What he hath * 
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dopbted Truth, He infers che neceſ ny. of a public 


rather to find than to mend faults, The worſt ſpoke in | 
a wheel is. known to crack firſt; they that make molt | 


(ee 1 
come now in this to conlider what he hach to Gy 
N Pulpits; in which I fear we ſhall, find the 2 0 
good will towards the Church, as bs ah ſhew'd ic che 
Ups (hw 
And here, as i "he were.a Secrerioribys he tells _ 
* Majeſty, will keep, ihe Puſpits i 10 leſs dee 0 
the ED Comparing. 3 Prince that 
— how to Rule his Clergy, to à man, that cannot Rule 
his wife, wha. will find bur little Quiet at Na, andleſs 
en abroad; Alluding therein to that of St. 2 
4 man bows not how to. Rule his own Houle, Bau 
all be take care of the Church of rag 5 rom t LE ; 


tion, of thoſe two great Bodies of the Univerſities | 
— the Church. For ke Firſt, 1 WR 3 
"He wath ſome of his Bacher ke 12 55 calls for che Re. 1 
ſcinding or Laying afide of many of the Univerſi 40a 3 
and Statutes; And that becauſe: them are not, and 
others cannot be ſo well obſery! ze ſhould be. 
Now the Rules of this nature ever. have been and 
onght to be made with great ſtrickneſe, to teach men f 
what they ſhould be, and to keep them as tight as may oer 
be to the Obſervation of them. Vet an ele or rad 1 . 
hath and muſt, be ſuppos d in all the. aws againſt. too 
much Rigor and extremity in the interpretation and; ex- 
ecution. of them. /wnmun jus, bring in many . 
juſtly reckon d, ſumma injuria. Allowances have been 
ever, made for the different circumſtances of Times, Places, Nu 
and Perſons. And therefore the ſame Statutes that re- : 
quire thoſe ſtrict Rules and Oaths admit of Diſpenſations rit: 
for neceſſary and unavoidable deviations from them; MW or 
leaſt what was intended for the good of all, ſhould prove 
to the prejudice and detriment of any. But tis no un- of 
uſual thing for Looſe and Irregular | rſ6ns, to ſtudy | 


bold with oaths themſelves would-be thought moſt ren: | 
det of them in others. And ſuch as leaſt obſerve good | 
Rules, are moſt forward to keep others to them, Herein me 
he ſtrikes in with the „ who call for the __ = ( 


mJ. 
of you Laws, made for Order and Decent ney, becauſe they 
have ne mind tb vbſerve them. dn 
If the violation of good Lars may be thought ought # god 
Argument for lay ing them aſide, then we mull (er aſide 
'the Oaths of ſupfemücy and Allegiance, with many other 
National Oaths, none being more commonly taken, and 
more” frequently! broken. In ſhort, They who have 
moſt need of mendiagbthemſelves often call loudeſt for 
the imending of others; And ſuch as perhaps” have 
fallen under the juſt cenſure and pena ties of ſtatutes 
ite moſt times claàmorous for the Removing of "them. 
But theſe are bad Qualifications, that may well chough 
turn the deaf ear to ſuch Reformers! 
And yet this pretended zeal is not confin'd to the State 
or Univerſities only, but extends to the Church Iike- 
= wiſe, tho' with Ga/lio they neither value nor cafe for 
any of thoſe things. And here: this State-anaromiſt with 
other of his Rechtes, preſeribes Rules for the better Re- 
| > the Clergy as well as Univerſity men. LAG 
The firſt whereof is, that br be trist kept 
"own inen, without intruding into any others ene 
ot province. This is the Apoſtl&' Rule, Srady v he 
Kurr, and db your own buſineſs: And a good one it is, 
for moſt of the trouble and diſquiet of the world: proceed 
from mens going out of their (pherks; and meddling in 


matters that belong not to them. 
But, Does not this State- anatbmmitt wane his own 


Rule; in meddling with mattets in Church and State, to 
| which he hath no Call, nor can pretend the leaſt Autho- 
rity; way it not be 18K of him, to ade ther a ꝓucke 

; er Rater in thoſe matters? for tivate perſons to cotr 
their own vices and ertors is A very commendable part 
of a good Chriſtian; but for ſich! td become public 
Cenſots, and take upon them to be Church and State- 
menders, is to go out of their way, and to invade the 
bufineſs of other eos, which no way appertain to 
them. But this P aptnatical Polititian ould not for- 
bear going out of is way, merely to exclude Cle 
men ftom he Offite of Taflices of the Peace, in which 
(lich he) they have ever ry * work, and Pine 
very Bunglers. Now 


Tal. 
Now. cho TL. think few- or none of . are very 
Ambitious of that Office, yet why holy Orders ſhould 


Mir 
be thought to unfit men for py of good Order, HÞ 
or why they who have educated and brought up others Ml fout 
for the ſervice of their Country, ſhould be ſo unfit for the? 
it themſelves, is not eaſy to apprehend, for beſide their Ml zics 
Learning, the ſacredneſs of their Fu nction may be well ders 
enough ſuppos d to Incline and Qblige them more to the 

ai and love mercy, then ſome. other men; And if wo! 
| Primers" 'have ever 1 fit to employ ſome of that ter 
Order i in the Civil affairs of Government, tis pfeſum . - 
en in this buſy body to unqualific. and pronounèe pro 
em unworthy of it; elpecially ſince their Abilitie Ch 
and Integrity have ſhin d ioo bright to be fullied by ſuch the 
be Sek unden but Envy and Ill-will never F but 
or ſpeak well. Fance 
Bot 40 be more - particular ( faith he) 7 he practices of fro 
the Clergy in the days of King Charles the 74% and Se. 2n: 
cond, and of nce the Revolution have gruen ſufficient motives the 
for. 4 Reformation.  Cectaunly it muſt needs go well 0 
with the world, when rack Church menders as have an 
- ſcarce ſo much as the ſhew of any Religion themſelves, i w. 
[1 fer up a cry for Reforming ochers. This once ſer WY hi 
the Army too upon the great work of Reformation, and er 
eg know what ſad work they made of it, for they . 
eform d away King and Parliament and all, and took me 
he power into their own hands, and kept it long enough w 
to be the Nation ſenſible of the bad effects of their W 
Refo 4 chen . and ſhould the ſame Iich of Reformation 8 
ain, twill be time to look to our ſel ves, 5 
. provide 1 — ur. own ſafety. 10 
However, this wiſe Dictator thinks it high time to of 
17 the King and Parliament upon proper methods of an 
lettling the Church and Univerſities upon a better bot- is 
tom than now they are; which reſembles the Arrogance Ml ta 
of him, who was not aſham'd to ſay, that had he been 8 
at God Almighties Elbow, when he made the world, he be 
would have 75 things in better Order than they are. 4 
And if ſome have been ſo bold as to pretend to amend | # 
God Almighties workmanſhip, tis no wonder if others 


are 


— p — — — — — 


nn "_ 


are ſo preſumptuous, as to take upon them to mend his 


Miniſters... TH re FA 

But ſuch bold Innovating Reformers have been ever 
found better at warring than mending ſuch matters. As 
they who once ſtyl d themſel ves, T be eepers of the Liber- 
ties of. Engiand, proved the greateſt Infringers and Inva- 
ders of them, by keeping them not for, but from us So 
thele State Tinkers in mending one hole make more, their 
work increaſing upon their hands, and ſo inſtead of ber- 


W tcring they leave things worſe than they found them. 


The Diſorders he refers to in the foregoing Reigns 


ne : proceeded not from the Regular ſons and ſubjects of the 


ie Church of 


England, who firmly adher'd to the Crown, 


eh the Church, and the Laws; for theſe were not Actors in, 


but Sufferers by them, but from thoſe movers of Sedition 
and Trumpeters of Rebellion, who wickedly departed 


from their Duty to each of them, for whom this State- 
anatomiſt here undertakes to be an Advocate. Ir 
the many ſcurrilous Reflections and groſs Abuſes offer d 
to the memory of Soveraign Princes by this memorialiſt; 


In ſhort, 


and particularly to the Late Excellent Queen Aus, 
whom he calls the C/ergies Tool, plainly fhews him ta 
have no Reverence or Regard at all to Majeſty, what- 

ever he may pretend to King George. 


But 10 heal the Maladies of the Church, this State- 


FJ mountebank. preſcribes ſundry of his infallible Medicines, 


which he would have. Apply d to. the ſeveral. Sores and 
Wounds, that have been made in it. And here age great 
Step (ſaith he) /oward's a wholſorm Regulation of this ſacred 


. Body, wall be the Reſtoring. of the Statute of Mortmain 


10 its 77 force; by this he endeavours to ſtop the current 
of all future Bounty and Beueficence to the Church; 


and is ſo far from encouraging the Giving more, that he 


is rather for the Robbing it of what it hath already, and 


— * * 
bd = 


taking away the poor Remains, which the Rapine of © 
Sacrilegious Reformers have left it: And this he takes to 


be ſo. uſeful and neceſſary a work, that tis matter of 
Admiration (he ſaith to him) bow a Proteſtant Parlia- 


= went coul & be induc'd to break in apon his excellent Law, 
= cretted by our Popiſh Auceſtors, where he can comply 


with 
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wich Popery, and ſtrike in wich wy in Rebbing of] 
Churches, and Reſiſting of Princes, though he breaks of the 58 
from both in Endowing the One, and Obeying the other what 
"The truth is, Theſe Men that have little or no regard A 
either to God, Religion or the Church, align his M. Reg. 
nmißters for the Relation they beat to him, and the work ion 
de hath ſet them about; cafting an envious Eye upon the 

honour and maintenance allotted to them, being ready tolMboly 
lay their facri Hands on the Lands and Revenue of B 
long to t em, and would gladly reduce them to Ie 


that he 
Morſel of Bread. I 
Is ſtrange to core whe alivtence of Times ana 
the Tempers of Men; our Forefachers had ſuch a lo % e 
and rad for the Church and Clergy as the Steward e 
and Servants of God, that they thoughtthey could ne 
ver d6 enough for chem But in theie Laſt and Wer cui. 
Days, evety thing is thought to be too much for them Peru 
of which Mr. Hoofer juſtiy complain d. ſaying, That 1 the! 
Ede ought to rhe Church þ fret of Popery'; but as Ga Heard 
i 1s term Reformation.” And this is the more be II 
wonder'd at at this time; becauſe (as One hath lately 
| *obſerv'd) 20e Learning und Merits of the preſent hf 
15 as nuch mecreaſed, us their Honour ly” aintenant: 
is diminiſhed : Adding, that we have nbw Presbyter: 
Hing bid in every Divceſs, ue for their "labour in 40 
Moral and Docrine might 5 3 donble Honour, 
-and for their — tt | r adorn a Mitre. 
And for the general Bod "of the the "Clip, however ill 1 
ſupported or ill ſpoken of, it may be affirm'd and in- 
fiſted on, as a truth bey nd all ntradiction, chat no 1 
Church on Earth hath or ever had a ie abound - 
ing in Learning, and fo 576 0% to be efleem for their 
4works' fate, or any thing ke or arable to that, 
Which this Church may truly glory in dt is very hour. 
And yet chis 'Anatomizer; with other of his Atheiſtical 
Beete) would fain deprive them of all the Rights, 
Dues and Encouragements, Which the Laws of God oo f 
Man have ſettled upon them. Inſomuch that as theſe } 
Men call for the Eriforecthetit of the Statute of Mort. 
main, to reſtmin the 1 ta>-Chirity of of all future Do- 
| nors; 


ng offfnors ; ſo may we more juſtly require the Enforcin 
ks ofthe Statutes made to prevent any farther Alienations 


< 
A 


*ther har is given Already 
egard , 4 ane. Sep made by this buſy Reformer, for the 
M. Regolation of the Clergy, relates to the ſober Converſa- 
work on requir d in Miniſters, and to the Titles, Teſtrmonials, 

n then Qualifications of Perſons who offer themfelues for. 

dy tofWboly Orders : Wherein he manifeſtly invades the Office 
nut: Mot Biſhops, to whoſe care and inſpection theſe things 
to are wholly committed, which are better done by our Re- 


Wrercnd Fathers, then perhaps this Pamphletter would 
ie them, who only ſeeks Occaſion to blaſpheme, and ia 
pct evil of Dignities. And for ſuch looſe Livers to, 
charge others with Immoralities, is what the Poet re- 
bakes in that ſharp Saracaſm, Chains accuſat Mæcbum, 
Casilina Cerhegum. So that all the Arrogant, and Im- 
pertinent Talk that follows about the Manners and Titles, 
the Numbers and Qualifications of Paſtors merits no Re- 
un gard, nor. deſerves any Reply: mm 
d be In the next Step of his Reformation he advances higher, 
and conſiders his Majeſty's Jnjunct ions, and the bidding 
F Prayers: wherein he invades the Office of the King 
85s well as Biſhops, to whom theſe things entirely belong, 
hut nothing he thinks can be well done, except he hath, 
Ja hand or head in it. And therefore would have Mini- 
ters Oblig'd to more candid Dealing about the Succeſſion, 
IF cautioning them againſt 4% Jaſuitical Arts, that corrupt: 
= be Morals, and mental Reſervation, that deprave the 
= Minds of their Hearers. Excellent Advice from a Per- 
ſon of ſo great Integrity, as is verily ſuppos'd never to 
write or ſpeak his Mind m any, thing. ; 
However he will ſpeak his Mind for once, and in a 
Matter that no way concerns him, vis. He is againſt 
evading, and for enforcing ſame late Injunctions, pre- 
ſeribing the Pattern of the great Reformer, King Henry 
the Eighth, whoſe words he recites, and whoſe example 
he excites to follow. 
Another Step, which this Bleſſed Reformer takes for 


rt- his mending the Clergy, is to lay aſide heir whim/ical._ 
Jo- ¶ {Vorions of Paſſive: obedience; and inſtead of them, 40 
rs; | | preach, 
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for the foreign Proteſtant Churches abroad, we enter- 
| rain 


r 


\freath, when neceſſary or requir'd Obedience fi the Laws, 
and to the ſupreme Powers in the ena ing oe xecuting 


of them. But to what purpoſe 1s it to preach up Obe- 
dience to Laws, when the People are allow'd with Im- 
punity to break them? Or what good can be done by 
prefling ſubjection and ſubmiſſion to the higher Powers, 
when theſe are thought to be whimſical Notions of folly 


and ſlavery; and Subjects are taught, inſtead of ſuffering 


in a good Cauſe under Princes, when they think it ne- 
cellary or convenient, to Reſiſt qr Rebel againſt them. 


This is no Primitive or Apoſtolical Doctrint, that hath 


any Encouragement from the Precepts or Example of 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles, but it is condemn'd by both under 
the penalty of Damnation, ald is one of the pernicious 


Errours of the laſt perillous times, foretold by che Apo- | 


ſtle, that tends much to make tlicm fo. 


A farther Step to this Anatomiſts Reformation of the g 


Clergy, will be {faith he) rhe probibiting tbem to inter- 


meadale in the Diſpoſal of Court preferments. This pro- 


ceeds rather from envy and deſign, than any good will or 


deſire of Amendment; he would not have them meddle 
in the Diſpoſing of Court-preferments, leſt they ſhould 
ind more favour, and diſpoſe of them otherwife than he 
would have them. | We. ; 

Indeed the greateſt Meddlers in other Mens matters | 
are moſt unwilling that any ſhould meddle in theirs, and | 


few can bear the interpoſing of others, in matters where- 
in they Rival and Interfere with them: of this he is ſo 


ſenſible, as to be willing to paſs it over; only he cannot 


forbear 2 ſcurrilous Inſinuation, in his Adviſing the 
Clergy to be ſober at haſt at Parlimentary Eltions, inti- 
mating, that it was too common with them to be other- 
wiſe. And yet to ſooth them, adds, that though ſome of 
Ins Brethren in Iniquity QueFZion therr Riz bt of Voting 


in thoſe Elections, yer wth him it is indiſputable, and 
- out of all Queſtion. Sp N 


His laſt Step is, to bring the Clergy to a better Opinion 
of the Proteſiant Churches abroad, and likewiſe to a better 
under flanding with the Proteſiant D:ſſenters at home. As 


37 


tain nothing but charirable Opinions of them; and are 


ever ready to give them the Right Hand of F ellowſhip: 
Though he tells a ſcurvy Story of Mynbere Boreel in Hol. 
land, who ſhewing the French Ambaſlador ſome of the 
many Congregations of the tolerated Sects of all Reli- 
gions amongſt them, was ask d by the Ambaſſador, and 
for God's ſake, Mynheere Boreel, of what Party are you? 
To whom he reply'd, J am, Sir, a Burgomaſter of Am- 
ſterdam. This is agreeable to what is related of them in 


the Story of Amboyna, where ſome Dutch Merchants, 


uling ſome great Cruelties upon the Inhabitants for the 
promoting of their Trade, were ask'd by ſome wha? Re- 
gion they were of ? and particularly, wherher they were 
Chriſitans ? to whom they only Anſwered, that zhey were 


Hollander. I leave the Application, as he doth, to thoſe 
W who prefer Intereſt and Trade before Chriſtianity or any 
uue Religion. : 


As for the Proteſtant Diſſenters at home, though they 
are gone out from us, yet they have not carried the Truth 


with them; 'tis only their Obſtinacy in Errour and 

Schiſm that makes and continues the Separation. Enough 
| hath been ſaid and written for the Satisfaction of any 
W reaſonable and well-meaning Perſons, and if they will 
lay aſide their prejudices, and return to the Fold from 
wich they have ſtrayed, the Arms of the Church are 


open and ready to embrace and receive them. This the 
Meekneſs of humble and modeſt Chriſtians would not 
ſuffer them to refuſe to do, and then a greater Joy wall 
be concetv'd and expreſs d for the return of a few wander- 
ing Sheep, than for many more that need no Repentance. 
Thus I have trac'd the Steps mark d out by the Ana- 
tomiſt, which rather lead from, than ſet forward any true 
work of Reformation ; and have likewiſe chalk'd out the 
way to the Nation's Peace and Happineſs, which we {hall 
all do well to follow. 

What he Adds in the Cloſe, touching the Hearben 
Prieſts, their Ceremonies and Religion, is too trivial and 


impertinent to deſerye or require any Regard. I am, Sir, 


Your humble Servant A. B. 


H Eighth. 
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FL 


Eighth Letter. 


HE preſent Times abound with ſo man 
ſchemes of Reaſons for Reformation, thi 
almoſt every day affords a new ſet of Re 


SIR, 


| formers; who are daily publiſhing their ſeye 4 
ral Bills and Pamphlets for that purpoſe. ad or 
Since my laſt to you, with which I thought to hav Nate 
concluded, I have been preſented with two .Pamphlaſſ ent 
more; The one intituled, Conſiderations on the preſa ſewl 
State of great Britain; the other Reaſons for viſiting i 7, | 
 Untverſittes. The Author of the former may be juſtiſ pilate 
ſuſpected for a Republican, whatever his pretences foff...;z. 
our preſent gracious Soveraign King George may be, 2 Pet al 
will plainly appear hereafter; the latter, if I am not miſin KT 
form d, is one that hath fallen under the juſt cenſures ani Ie 
penalties of the Univerſity ſtatutes, and ſo would be re at VAT 
veg d by his prepoſterous endeayours of Reforming Jenmit 
And both their Pamphlets are levell'd againſt the mY 
Church and Church. men, the common Butt at which th 71 
profligate perſons of the Age ſhoot out therr arrows eva ſider, 


bitter words, whom they privily hit and fear not. An] 
againſt whom they form their deſign ; the one in deriſion form 
ſtyling the Church by the name of, ever in the Right FM the ſ 
Church, and Church men by the name of Zlack Coats, on a 
and the black tribe, the other pelting both with Satyr thes 
and Sarcaſm throughout the Pamphler. > 18 
This indeed is no new thing, — a vile practiſe of: that 
very ancient date. Holy David complain d of it in hs Þ mon 
time, that there were ſome bad men, who bore an cui! 1 
will at Zion, and ſaid among themſelves, come, and let. han 
us take to our ſelves the Houſes of God in poſſeſſion. And 
for thoſe that attend them, Let us root them out, that 
they may be no more a people, and that the name of eru-· 
ſalem may be no more in Remembrance. To effect which, 
the Enemies of Zion caſt their Heads together with one 
; conſent, þ 


9 hes ”% 


$-nſent, and were confederate againſt God. The taber- 
yacles of Edom and the Iſbmaelites, the Moabites and 
he Hagarens, Gebal and Ammon and Amaleh, the 
philiſtines, with them that dell at Tyre, Afſur al- 
Wo was joined with them, and have holpen the children. 
f Lot. All which made a murmuring againſt the peo- 
ple of God, and crafiily imagined againſt his ſecret ones. 
nſomuch that zhey who bated them hfied up Yheir head, 
hau nd opened their mouth againſt them. This was the bad 
"BE ſtate of things in Davids days, of which he makes fre- 
„ent mention in the book of Pſalms, as the 83. and 
©/a Elſewhere. | 
S BY In the new Teſtament we read'that Herod and Pontins © 
Pilate, the Scribes and Phariſees, the Saduces, chief 
Prieſts and Elders, tho' differing among themſelves did 
et all agree in taking Counſel and conſpiring together 


75 3 againſt Chriſt, In like manner, in our days we find 
_ Atheiſts, Deiſts, Rebublicans and Dillenters, tho greatly 
nin Wat variance with each other, yet all of them join in their 

" oFFenmity and evil defigns againſt the Church, ſaying, Let 


Jus Alenate the Patrimony of the Prieſts, and take their 
* Lubber-lands into our poſſeſſion. 
„This is the language of this Pamphlet, intituled, Ch 
"FA /ideratrons on the preſent State 4 great Britain, in which 
- [the Author ſmells Popery in all the Reigns ſince the Re- 
oh formation home to the Revolution, where he loſt the 
- „he ſcent, and ſwells it no farther, though he hunts up- 
ron a ſtrong ſcent during all the Reigns of the family of 
y the Stuarts, to which he ſeems to have a particular aver- 
ſion, not conſidering our preſent Soveraigns deſcent from 
that Race, which perhaps, his ſcheme lying againſt 
mwonarchy he inwardly regards as little as the reſt. | 

3 However that be, Fe will go no farther (he ſaith ) 
Iban that Race, which began in the Perſon of King James 
be Firſt, call d the peaceful King. Who though bred up 
2 Proteſtant in Scotland under Huchanan a known puri- 


e 


H 3 news 


E 
news not known or heard of before, he will give hi 1 
Reaſons to prove it. 1 3 

And they are taken, From his hatred to the Puritans dep! 
which ſprang from another cauſe; his permitting ſporu gre: 
and paſtimes on the Lords day; his matching his ſon the 
after the diſappointment of the Popiſh Infanta of Spain and 
with a Popiſh Lady of France, his relealing ſome Po-. ſhe) 
piſh Recuſants after a long and hard Impriſonment, and 
his receiving the high-flown Doctrine of paſſive obe- 
dience, which he calls Popery in Maſquerade, very good. 
ly Reaſons to convict him of Popery, which he dereſte! iſ 
and declar'd againſt all his life-time. And he might i 
well have prov it from the powder-plot, that was de 
ſigu d to blow up him, and his Religion, the memory 0 
which deliverance he ſtill retain'd, and it continues with 
to this day. 7 

His Son King Charles the firſt too muſt be a Papiſt, for 
marrying the foreſaid French Lady; and ſhewing kind 
neſs to {ome particular friends and favourites, the known 
right and practice of Princes in common with all man- 
kind; whereas, none better underſtood the ProteſtanM 
Religion, or more firmly adher'd to ir, as Eitabliſh'd in| 
the Church of England, than that pious and Excellent 
King, who liv'd a conſtant Member of that Church, and! 
died a glorious Martyr in the defence of it. 4 

Twas the great misfortune of that good King, to meet“ 


with bad Parliaments, who engag d him in a chargeableþF cc 
war, and refus'd him all manner of ſupplies for the ſup-F? N 
porting and carrying it on; And that put him upon ſome ly 
Rigor and Extremities of action, which proved fatal to  n 
Him and all his ſubjects. They denied him the Ordinary pt 
Cuſtoms of Tunnage and Poundage, neceflary for theit tt 
own fafety and the ſecurity of their commerce; for n 
which they have ſufficiently ſmarted ever ſince, and te 
groaned like aſſes under the heavy Burdens of Taxes Þ , 

and Impofitions never before known or felt in theſe Þ| as 


Kingdoms, the little finger of our late Reformers being |} v 


heavier than the loins of all the former Kings: which i 1 
yet their bad methods of Reformation have made necel- 17 
ſary and unavoidable. 8 
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The Reforming Parliament of Fourty one, by petiti- 
ons of Right and pretences of Redreſſing Grievances, 
deprived the ſubjects of all their Rights, and brought 
greater Grievances upon them, than ever before befell 
the Nation; for they Reform'd away the Lives, Liberties 


and Properties, of the people by their wicked ways and 


ſhews of preſerving them. Yea, they Reform'd away the 
Crown from the Kings Head, by taking that away from 
his ſhoulders. 2 

By which means they turn'd Monarchy into Anarchy, 
a flouriſhing Kingdom into a Common-wealth, and all 
Happineſs and Order into Miſery and Confuſion. And 
yet the Authors and Actors of all this miſchief are by 


this Pamphletter ſtyl'd a ſet of the beſt Patriots, that 


ever the Nation bred; The good King murder'd by them 
ij in deriſion to him and the ſence of the whole King- 
dom call'd 7 he politick Martyr, as our Saviour was in 


mockery ſtyld, King of the Jews. And the Thirtieth 


of Fanuary, the day appointed for the Lamenting his 
Murder, and Celebrating his Martyrdom, is call'd the 
madding aay of the Black-coats, which from a day of 
Faſting appointed by Parliament, is by a ſet of Athieſts 
and Republicans turn'd into a Mock feſtival. But time 
may diſcover the end and defeat the deſigns of theſe 
men, and bring them to condign puniſhment. 

After this he goes on to his Son King Charles the Se- 
cond ; whoſe Reſtauration the groans and crys of the 
Nation loudly call'd and longed for, And was according- 
ly welcom'd with all poſſible Demonſtrations and Accla- 


mations of joy by all perſons ſave a few Sectaries and Re- 


publicans, who have a ſtrange Averſneſs to Monarchy, 
the beſt of all Governments ; and an unreaſonable fond- 
nels for a Common- wealth, a monſter of many heads, at- 


N tended with monſtruous burdens and inconveniencies. 


Of this ſort we may juſtly Reckon this Pamphletter, 


as may be farther gather'd from what he ſaith pag. zy. 


vi2. That among the reſt, our wiſe Presbyterians were 
mad for a King again, and they, ( as the Chilaren of II 


Yael) would receive no reſt, til he was Reſtor d, for a 


Aing theymuſt have, tho no King would have them. 
5 Which 


£59 i FT oe RENE 
Which plainly ſhews how little a Regard he hath for 
Kingly Government ; and how well diſpoſed he is, 
(as 40 as matters will bear) to deſire and endeavour 
a Change. His great concern for the Dutch and their 
Government in the managment of the wars and other 
Affairs in that Reign, plainly diſcover what he would be 
at, to wit, that he would gladly reduce us to the ſame. 
And to facilitate the way, and to put the better colours 
upon it: He calls that King a ſecret Papiſt in his hfe- 
zrme, and a profeſt one at bis death, But however that be, 
The misfortunes of that King, and his Brother King 
James were owing to thoſe Republican and Rebellious 
Patriots, that brought on the Beheading of the Father, 
and baniſh'd the Sons and Heirs of the Crown, and 
thereby exposd them to the ſubtilty of Prieſts and Je- 
ſuits abroad, who might probably inſinuate and initil | 
thoſe Principles into them, which have occaſiond great 
troubles and convulſions in theſe Kingdoms ever ſince; 
All which their Duty and Loyalty to their Prince might 
have happily prevented, though Providence perhaps per- 
mitted thoſe things to puniſh the Nation for their bar- 
barous Carriage to that good King and his Royal Family. 
But * 7s. juſt in all bis ways, and righicous in all his 
What follows after this, concerning the Revolution, |: 
the Peace, the Elections of Parhaments, the Funds and 
the like, are all ſuited to his Republican Scheme : And 
being matters merely political, I ſhall leave them to the 
Wiſdom and Authority of Superiours, to whom they 
moſt properly belong. EY ED 
What he farther ſays of the Church and Church men; 
as the Parity of Miniſters, which is the Parent of Con- 
fuſion, of the Univerſities a nd Charity-ſchools, which | 
breed up Perſons according to the Rules of the Conſti- 
tution and eſtabliſh'd Religion, is likewiſe calculated for 
the Meridian of a Common- wealth, to which all his de- 
figns ſeem to be level d. 1 | 
- But here I cannot but obſerve, that this Author hath 
either no Notion at all, or very {light thoughts of the 


heinous Sin of Sacrilege; and thinks it more meritorious 
+00 


to Robb the Church and the Spittal, than to devote any 

rt of our Poſſeſſions to thole pious and charitable pur- 
poſes : Although God Almighty ſtiles it a Robbing of 
himſelf, and threatens the foreſt and heavieſt of all Curſes 
upon whole Nations for ſuch ſacrilegious practices, as 
you may read, Mal. 3. 8, 9. Examples whereof may 


be ſeen in Achan and Belſbaggar in the Old Teſtament, 


and in Ananias and _ in the New, whom God 
ſtruck dead upon the ſpot, for Alienating but a ſmall 
part of what they had devoted to him. And perhaps no 


{mall ſhare of the Miſeries and Calamities that have hap- 


pen d to theſe Nations may owe their Riſe to ſuch vile 
and wicked practices. And yet this Pamphletter hath the 
Face to call for other and farther Alienations of Dean 
and Chapter-lands and other Revenues of the Church, 

the Donations of pious Princes and Benefactors under a 


pretence of putting them to other and better uſes. 


But the Poiſon of this Pamphlet is ſo obvious to every 
ordinary underſtanding Reader, that I think there can 


be no fear of any great infection from it. And therefore 
{ ſhall add no more at preſent by way of Antidote againſt 
it. I am, Sir, | | 


Your faithful Friend and Servant A. B. 


—_— 


Ninth Letter. 
$1 


Come now to the Laſt Reformer mention'd in your 
Papers, and that is, The Author of the Reaſons for 
viſiting the Univerſities : who, as I am inform d, 
was once a Member, and is now an Accuſer of thoſe 
Learned Bodies, from whence he receiv'd his Education; 
though Principles of Gratitude ( one would think) 


' ſhould have inclin'd him, rather to promote the Honour 


and Intereſt, than any way to impair the Credit or Rights 
of thoſe Places, to which he hath been ſo much be- 
holden, and as it becomes an innocent and ingenuous 
Man to chooſe rather to be an Advocate for, than an 


Aceuſer of the Brethren, But if it be true, chat his Enor- 


mities 


mities brought him under the Cenſure and Diſcipline of 
thoſe Seminaries, the thing is not much to be wonder d 
at; and his Pamphlet might be better ſtyl'd, His Re. 
_ upon the Univerſities, than His Reaſons for viſiting 
However that be, in the Beginning of his Book, he 
diſtinguiſhes between 20e friendly Obſervations of thoſe, 
that defire to heal the reaches and remeay the Evils they 
complain F; and the angry Reflections of thoſe, that 
ſearch into a Diſtemper, more to expoſe than to cure the 
Patient: The former (faith he) always adminifler whol- 
ſom. Advice and Directions for Amendment and Reforma- 
Lion; the latter ſeck other Faults and Defects, 10 furniſh 
out Matter for Satyr and Reproach. 

Of theſe two (he ſays) he was willing to Alz he ſirſt Mn 

and better part, if it had been poſſible for him ſo to do: 

But the Evils he is to ſet forth are arriv'd to ſuch a 
height, and the Perſons concern'd in them grown ſo in- 
corrigible, that tis become almoſt impoſſible for him to 
peak of them with Temper. The Crimes are ſo flagrant 
and flagitious, that tis very difficult for him to contain, 
or abſtain from Satyr. However, he will reſtrain him- 
ſelf, as much as poſſible, and not let looſe the Old Man 
or flie too ſharply upon ile. 

This carries a ſhow of great Juſtice, mixt with ſome Wl 
degrees of Lenity and Tenderneſs. But how comes this 
Pamphletter to be touch'd with ſuch a deep ſenſe and | 
feeling of others failings, that hath ſo many of his own? Þ 
Charity always begins at home, and makes Men more | 
folicitous about mending their own, than reforming of 
others Miſcarriages. Again, Charity thinketh no evil, 
and is more forward to hide and excuſe, than to publiſh 
and aggravate the Faults of others. 

The Perſons that fall under his Regulation, are (he 
ſaith) Te Gmaes of Learning, and the Teachers of II- 
rael. As for the Common People, good Laws are maat 
already for Regulating their Manners, and Redwing them 
to the Rules of Government. His Reformation looks 
higher, to the Schools of the Prophets, and the Stewards 


of holy Myſteries : for whom he calls for new * to 
eep 


| 9h a . Ws L, 1- : 7-0 | _» Mons f , 
keep ihem in better Order, and then 'rwil be much for 

the Hotionr of the Zng/fh Nation to reform the Abuſes 

crept into the Morals and Practices of thoſe Perſons. 


„ he Nora Juape' or Who art ibou that juageſt ano bers Servant? 
boſe, II thik he will be hard put to it to ſhew any Commiſſion. 
they However, n mall Hinder him from the great and 
that ¶ good work of Reformation, both in Church and State, ſo 
the ¶ neceſſary to the welfare of bot. 
hol. And he will begin wich the faults and deficiencies of 
ma. Magiſtrates, Juſtices of Peace, and other Officers of the 
11h ate; to whoſe: ſupineſs and negligence he aſcribes all 


the Wickedneſs and Debaucheries of the People, which 


fir/i ¶ may have ſome ſhew of Truch, and if it came from an 
do: MW honeft and good Mind, might deferve to be hearken d to. 
h 2 From chenee he proceeds to the dignified Clergy, who 
in- Wl are the Magiſtrates of the Church; and in theſe he blames 
to ine neglects 6f Admonitions, Reproofs and other Cen- 
ant fires neveſBiry for the Reforming of the inferiour Clergy, 
10, chat their Principles and Practices may not be a Blemiſh: 
im- aud Scaridal/ to the Church they ſhould Adorn: which 


Advice is too good to be wholly ſlighted, from whom- 


me 
his % Hf, may be faid of the Reformation, That tis 
nd IF good, if it be tightly manag d, with a due Regard to the 
n? IM circumſtances of Perfons, Times and Places, together 
re with the manner and ends of doing it, All which he 
4 — be thbught to he concern d for, and would gladly 
il, egulate. ir I man Þ ; a 
ſh Indeed, 'Tis great pity but this Cenfor morum had the 
two Requifites, of à ſufficient Authority, and an unſpot- 
ne ted Integrity, to qualthe him for a true Reformer. 
15 But his unhappy want of both juſtly upbraids the for- 
2 wardneſs of his zeal, and confures his goodlieſt pretences; 
„le that will Reform aright muſt begin at home; And 
© then ſuch virtuous Exam ples would mightily encourage 
/s | and'evenienforce vertue in others; whereas Turpe eff 
o Doctori, cum culpa redargnit ipſam. Vice never quits 
p ns hold, Where tis fortified with many and great _ 
8 | I | _ 


Bur if it ſhould be ask d of him, Who made thee & Ruler 


_ ples, eſpecially of thoſe, | that ſeem to Jay ſiege againſt it; 
And a Musket ſeldom wounds or docs execution upon 
another, that Recoals,upon him that diſcharges it. 
is with great Regret ( ſaich this Pamphletter) tho it 
may be ſuſpected, 'tis with no ſmall delight, Z be hears 
in all companies, and upon. all occaſions ſo general a com: 
plat againſt, the, hues of the Clergy, who are mede. the 
Subject of Sarca/m among the men of Wit, and the Tales 

and Feſts of the common People. oo 
But may not this. be a ſiga rather of an, Atheiſticil 
Age, than of a bad Clergy; may we not every day hear 
the name of God profan d and abus d by vain ſwearing 
and curſing; And if men have loſt all Re verence fa 
their Maker, what wonder 1s it, if they, retain but lit 
Regard for his Miniſters? were not the Apoſtles made 
Jpettacle to the world, to Angels and 10 Men, and teckon'd 
as the filth of the world.and the offscouring of all things? 


yea, was not our Saviour deſpiled and rejected of mer, 


revil'd buffetied, ſpit upon and at laſt crucified by men of 


fa world? And 1t they deal thus wih the Maſter, it can 
no. ſtrange thing if his Seryants meet with the like 


| ulage may not thoſe Calumnies and foul Aſperſions pro- 
ceed more from Envy, Hatred, Malice and Revenge, 
than from any juſt cauſe? And are not theſe things oc- 
caſion d and further d many times by thoſe who ſcem to 
to lament and complain of them? This is but too true, 
And may be gather d from this Authors preferring the 
Presbyterian Church and. diſcipline of Sotlaud, before 
that of Zngland; tho tis well known that the former 
comes vaſtly ſhort of the latter, And the lives and learn- 
ws ol both admit of no compariſo . 
In ſhort, The Rude and Scandalous Talk he ſpeaks of, 
however it may be colour d over with pretences of Re- - * 
Uigion, is yet a direct contradiction to it, for St. Zames ma 
ells us, I any man ſeem to be Religions, and bridleth tis 
wot bis Tongue; from ſuch opprobrious language, he doth ane 
but decerue himſelf , and. that mans Relgion is van. for 
Twas the fin of Cham to diſcloſe his Fathers nakedneſs; 15 
And 'tis no leſs fo, to expoſe the failings of the Fathers or 
Sons of the Church: whereas Charity covers a * 
- 0 


* | 


K 
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of "ſins," and inſtead of diſcloſing caſts a veil or mantle 
over ſuch Infirmites. enn 
But t not all the Clergy (he faith) that be thus 
blames, for he owns, that there are @ great many Reve- 
rend, learned and pious Drvines in the Church, which are 
not any Way, concern in the Satyrs made upon the Reft ; 
And theſe he wonld have only reckon'd and ſtyl'd by 
the name of, The Clergy ;” whereas the other are but 
uſurpers:of that Title, and are no more to be thought 
Clergy-men, for wearing gowns and poſſeſſing Church- 
lvings, than Actors upon the Stage are to be look d upon 
4 Kings ang Emperors, for being dreſs d up in Imperial 
purple on the Theatre. -- | $3 
But his promiſcuous Railing at them all under the 
general denomination of the Clergy: takes in the whole 
body, and wounds them all through their ſides, and 
planly overthrows that exception; And yet he would 
not be underſtood ſo largely; For is the corrupted part 
only (he ſaith) agam/i whom his Satyrs are levellid. 
Theſe he calls an unbappy crowd, that poſſeſs the flipend's 
u Revenues. of the Church, which are the Right, and 
mould be the Lot of other and better men.” 
5 But does this Reformer expect to find a pure Church 
"WH here upon. earth without ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch thing > 
to z not this the ſole privilege of the Church triumphant 
6 hereafter in Heaven? Does not our Saviour tell us, that 
Tes will bere ſpring up among the Wheat, and that both 
re muſt be ſuffered to grow together, and no ſeparation is 10 
r ze made before the Harveſl? And St. Paul, That there 
i WW muſt be Hereſies, that they who are Approved may be 
„ ace manifeſt > And Satan the great enemy of mankind 
being permuted is ever watchful to ſow theſe Tares ? 
„ The truth is, Theſe men find fault wich the Church 
; more from ſpleen and ill-will than any juſt exception, 
; tis better and more flouriſhing than they would have it, 
1 and therefore ail at it, as Dogs bark at the moon, not 
7 
' 
* 


for its ſpots, but becauſe its light offends them. 

Tis not the impurity or impiety, but the Income 
end Revennues of the Church, that is the great Eye- 
fore or Stumbling: block, that lays in che way of their 
Wn * Ambitition 


Yeu 


Atobirion and Avarice , ſo chat the great myſtery af 
iir. Atte 
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themſelves, or had carv'd oùt for others. This diſ. 
appo 


o judge of things, that can be known to none but 


and fouleſt colours, and venturing to paſs raſh and 


Juſtice and Honeſtly in others befide Reformers, and 
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this matter lies here. „ i ent 0 
Theſe men are diſpleasd that ſo many have taken 
the Oaths to the Government, and thereby keep thoſe 
Places and Preferments, which they either gap'd for 


appointment hath mov their ſpleen, and made them 
charge all Church-men with Perjury or Hypocriſy, 
with ſwallowing Oaths againſt their Minds and Prin. 
ciples; looking one way and Rowing another, ſwear- 
mg to King George, and wiſhing for the Pretender; 
which things they Aggravate with all the bitter R. 
flections of a falſe and furious zeal | ' © 
But do not theſe men dive deeper than become: 
them into the ſecrets of mens hearts; and preſume 


God only > Do they not put the worſt conſtruction 

ble upon matters that belong not to them; con- 
trary to all the Rules of Religion and Charity, which 
teaches us to hope, believe and ſpeak the beſt ve 
can of all men, whereas theſe take every thing b 
the worlt handle, ſetting them forth in the blackeſ 


unjuſt ſentences in matters out of the reach of their 
Cognizance or Cenſure. © © 

And all this becauſe the preſent poſfeflors of Church- 
Hvings are not removed, to make way for ſuch as they 
have a mind to. But thanks be to God that there is 


that there is an Appeal from them to better judges. 
When ab thirſted for Naboths vineyard, a cry was 
ſet up for a Reformation, a Faſt proclaim d, and falſe 
— +" ſons of Belial ſuborn'd to Accuſe Naboth of 
ſp ing God and the King, And by that means they 
took away his vineyard and his life together; the h 


fame. or like method ſeems be taken by this Pamph- b 


letter, who repreſents all Church men to be diſaffect- 1s 
ed to the King and Government, notwithſtanding all n 
their oaths and obligations to the contrary, and for 
that Reaſon would have them Reform'd and purg'd out 


of 


„ n | — 
of heir lawfül Rights and Poſſeſſions. Rum ſhch | 
Reformiers, Good Lord deliver ur; eſpecially fince the 
have the eonfidence to call upon thoſe to do this 
great work, who are the proper Patrons and De- 
fenders of all the Liberties and Properties of the ſub- 
ject, but cheſe no doubt are wiſe enough to ſee thro! 
the diſguiſes and deſigns of ſuch ſons of Beliall. 
But the Orinal ſource and cauſe of all this ( faith 
the Pamphletter) 1s from the Univerſities, which are 
| thoſe corrupt and degenerate fountains from whence 
all theſe foul and muddy ſtreams flow; And here he 
lays about him with might and main, Harangues luſtily, 
and follows the Rule of that old Slanderer, Calamimars 
fortiter, ett aliquid adbærebit, throw dirt enough and 
ſome of it will ſtick, to which end, he roundly charges 
all the members of the Univerſity with perjury ; that 
the ſludents are initiated in it, by taking unpracticable 
oaths From their Matriculation to a fellowſhip of a College, 
and that zhe whole body of ſtudents live in a conſtant 
breach of every oath they take, without the laſt re- 
fon or regret; which is a calumny black enough for 
the Father of Lies, and is put into their mouths by 
him, who was a Calumniator from the beginning, and 
had his name from it, which is juſtly given to all that 
follow him in ſuch falſe Accuſations. Ws 
But ſuch perſons are little believ'd even when they 
{peak truth, and much leſs when they vent their Cen- 
ſures and Calumnies. = | 
Thus having blackened and Aſpers'd the Univerlines, 
he infers the neceſſity of a Reformation, to wipe of that 
dirt, which he hath caſt upon them, that the ſtreams 
iſſuing from them may run more pure and clear into 
all parts of the kingdom. 
But how or by what methods this is to be done, 
he is ſomewhat at a loſs; whether by Refining them 
by a Viſitation, or by purging away all the drols that 
is at preſent found in them. But theſe double Refiners 
may be juſtly ſuſpected of bad deſigns, and that their 
aim is not ſo much the purifying as the Refining a- 
Way all Religion. | TY 
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10 Farther into the duaghil. of 
yields but a noiſom 


+ nolt?ils of wiſe- men, and the more we dur in it, 


the more unſavory it is like to prove. 


— Aud therefore J ſhall ſhut up all wich 
ſem Advice of the Apoſtle, Let all bitterneſs and. wrath 
and anger, and clamour and evil ſpeaking be put away 


From: you-with, all malice. Aud be ye kindly affeftioned 


one 1owards another , tender hearted, forgiving one ano- 
ther even as God for Chrifts. ſake. bath Jager. ye Von. 
And above all, baue fervent Charity among your ſelves, 


for th1t ſball cover a multitude of ſins bere, And forever 


from any Remembrance of them 
r. 1am, Sir, 


